MA Reading List

19th-Century American Literature
Louisa May Alcott:


Little Women

William Apess:




“An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the White Man”

Lydia Maria Child:



Hobomok

James Fenimore Cooper:


The Last of the Mohicans

Rebecca Harding Davis:


Life in the Iron Mills

Emily Dickinson:



Selected Poems (Library of America ed.)

Frederick Douglass:



The Narrative of the Life of . . . (1845)

Ralph Waldo Emerson:


“Nature” 

“The American Scholar” 

“The Divinity School Address” 

“Self-Reliance” 

Nathaniel Hawthorne:


The Scarlet Letter

The Marble Faun

“My Kinsman, Major Molineux” 

“Young Goodman Brown”

 “The Birth-Mark”

Washington Irving:



The Sketchbook

Harriet Jacobs:




Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Herman Melville:


“Hawthorne & His Mosses” 

“Bartleby, the Scrivener” 

“Benito Cereno” 

“Billy Budd, Sailor”

Edgar Allan Poe:



The Narrative of A. Gordon Pym

“The Raven” 

“Annabel Lee” 

“Ligeia” 

“Ulalume:  A Ballad”

 “The Fall of the House of Usher” 

“The Masque of the Red Death”

 “The Tell-Tale Heart” 

“The Purloined Letter” 

“The Murders in the Rue Morgue” 

“The Cask of Amontillado” 

“The Philosophy of Composition”

Catherine Maria Sedgwick:

Hope Leslie

Harriet Beecher Stowe:

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Henry David Thoreau:


Walden 

“Civil Disobedience”

Walt Whitman:


“Song of Myself” 

“Crossing Brooklyn Ferry” 

“Respondez!”

 “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking” 

“Beat! Beat! Drums!” 

“The Wound-Dresser” 

“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 

“I Sing the Body Electric”
