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£ By Randall Stone

sz I m:mplebe iy first year asdicector of the
Salny Center, I find it remarkable how much
has been accomplished. This would not hawve
been poesible withoutthe supportofthe Slalny
Foundation, a substantal infusion of support
from the Cb].l.e and the supportof numerous
other donors. Ii:vl:sh and Central Buaro
studies are thriving atthe University of Koch-

ester. I ook forward to the year to come, with
new visitors and new indtiatives.

The Skalny Center has expanded and ener-
gized its programs over the last year in the
cultuml, educational and reseasch dumensions,

Genter currently sponsors a Polish film
festival, a concert series of Eﬂﬁ:mm&s by
Folish athsts instruction in Polish, grants for
study in Foland, visits b Pohshpmgsnrs_.
undergraduate Iblich Club and nuwmerous

one-time events. We look forward to develop-
ing these wibatwves further, In addition, we
have expanded our academic programs with
the introduction of postdoctoral and graduate
fe lowships, which posmonthe Genberbtmm
the nextgenemtion of scholars of the region.
These wvisibors, furthe omore, help the Skalny
Center 1o p]aya key mole in “the evelopment
ofanewundergraduate maprinInternatio
Relations, which is being introduced in fall
2003 The commitmentto researchat the high-
estlevel enriches the undesgraduate curricu-
lum because excellence in teaching grows out
of sz rious engagement with researclg-L
The Center has hosted several dynamic
visiting scholars in 2007-08.
® This spring, we wee pleased to host Dy,
Radcstaw Rybkowski, associate professor
and vice-director of the Inshitute of Ameria
Studies and Polich Dlasputa. at the
Jagiellonian University. Dr. Radoslaw
kowski, a specialist in Bmerican and
fopean h‘gPl:\l education policies, is alsa
an expert in Polish cusrent affairs and, as
such, was appomhd by the Minister of
Fnresgnﬂﬁ'au’s thend the Heads of Sate
Swmnut in 2006, P&'nfessor Rybkowski
taughta cousrse in Tolish histor
® Our postdoctoral fellow, Dr. Alexa'nira
Herressy, 15 researc pension reforms
in the Ex ean Union. Dr. Hennessy trav-
eled to Po last fall to do resean:h on
Tbland’s efforts to accommodate the Euro-
F;aﬂ Commission directive on pension re-

m, and this spring aught a course on
the Eu.rfan ion. Dr. Hennessy will
fall as an assistant professor at

Clarkson University. In the 200805 aca-
de mie year, the Skalny postdoctoral fellow
willbe ml Epsiem, who i finsching his
Th.D at Harvard this year.

Fram 1M g FlgHel Tanys Bagashka, Radoslan Rytkawskl, Alexand ra Henneasy

® The 2007-08 graduate fellowship was
granted to Tarya Bagashka, who is com-
pleting dissertaty resea.rch onvolingand
elect:msmpost-Cbnmlmust oountries, M.
ﬁsh]:a taughta course thisspring on the

tical economy of post-Communism.
will defend her dissertation in June,

and will begin a tenure-track position as
an assistant professor at the Urnuversity of
Houston next fall.

Alcxandsr Sk, ¥lalln

In November, ous annual Tolich Film Festival
attracted large erowds of people to the LitHe
Theatre. fmong others, we screened Soli dzr-
]g , Solidarty, 2 pint venture of 15outstandi

lich directors to memorialize the events o
Aatgust 1980 when Polish workers went on
s across the cnmtf_'i:rl.d began a hard-
fnghtcampe:gnfoswut <’ rights. Our lun-
cheon talks and evening lechures covered a
broad range of topics—the Cold War, Russian

Continued on page 2

“Polish Review”
New Course of Polish Language

, By Krzysziof Polakowski

innung in the s semester of 2009, ﬂ’l&
S:alrg.v Center for Iblish and Central
Sudes willbe ofﬁenng a newcours: hitled, Pol-

ish Reviewr” The nain cbjective of this fourcredit

course is to wfine the pachcipants’ skdle
andto m&emm&gmﬁhfgdua%edtml

Moland. The courss will
fequire 3 Wor, knowledge of the Folish lan-
gu.age mcam ciscuss the content of source

and es in the Tolish
s recenﬁblshﬂms)lt uu]fbcus ongmup
based on souree rt1a12n.':|lsa.ﬂclwﬁebe

PlE-‘_ﬁ.w.cl‘r:n:,'ﬂspa:l'h':: ts. This courss
nd.edbr

issues of contemy

d for shudents who have

siumer courses m Folish lane
culh::re at the Jagiellonian The vesﬂ:ym“ﬁkaw

as wellas for thoss who just want to brush upor
their lang uage skills.
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liamen olicy, European Union sin
pmn.‘:i.on ngrlire{ a.rdr l""o].ishpéreignpo]ig_\r gl.ff
1 the 2007 elections. We also have continued
our senies of concerts by talented young Pol-
ich musidans, In December we hosted an ex-
ceptionally falented 15-year-old violinist
sander Styk, and in April we had a recital
by a remarkable 2‘1-ﬂea_.r-o]:d pianist from
arnow, Poland, Igor isla,

Thanks to a gnerous gift from Joseph
Skalny, we were able to prowide echolarchy
one: again to a summer program in K
led by Professors Ewa Hauser and Radostaw
Rybkowsla. Ten students partcipated in the

gram 1n 2006, five m 2007, and we again
ve five students who will go to Krakdw in
Julyr 2008. During the four-week program, of-
fered throu e Jagelloruan University
S of Fohsh Language and Culture, stu-
dents will take a Fo) la.nlgua course and a
course on Polish history, I'o literature, or
politics, and receive crecits from the Univer-
atyof ?ncl'te_sh_ar. .

It is a privile ge and an homor todirect the
ﬂnahi;&mer, and I want to thank all of you
who Iave made the wark of the Certer pos-
sible and who continue toshare in itby attend-
mg our exvents.

134r LIginak, Flane

S Y o Locaion In Frakire JUly SO0, Fror |t dghtiFa bern & Tudker
Dard o 2abed;, Katerre Famdnglon, Or. Fadelrs Rytburedd, Clhuda Moz,
ZacharyNWaar ChebdneKanlan

1. Student grantsrecipients

® Fulbright Scholar Christine
Kenison
Christine Kenison is graduating this spring
vntha bachelor of arts de gree in Cenman and
Frnch (both with highesthorors) and watha
Certificate in Polich and Central European
Studies. Chnshne does not lave any Polish
heritage, and yet she tookall of the Pohshstud-
ies classes offered at the Uriversity, went twice
to Krakéw to attend the Jagielloman Uriver-
ity Surmer School in Polich Language and
Calture, and has received a prestigions
Fubrighi scholarsp o spend 2 year 3t the
a iversity, Her en tin
Pﬁwmn corvmunity at the T.Tnimaaw Roch-
ester, her comnubtment to study Folish hn-
gmgeandculm,and}erdmhtyb«:peakﬂu-
ent [olich after four years of leamingare re-
markabk. (See her essay i this xssu.e?

® Joseph Skalny grant for Study on
Location in Krakow
Five students have received scholarshipe for

the sunumer study on location gram in
Krakow . They arey po

O Sk

Clandia Marosz, freshman, majoringin politi-
cal sclence

Zachary Mazuy, sophomore, mapring in lin-

1
therine Panmington, sophomore, mapring
in international relations
Katherine Adria Tucker, sophomare, mapr-
ingin political smence, computer science, and

En
Daruel Zabelk, freshman, napnngin eoononues

® Louis & Nellie Skalny Scholarship
for FPolish Studies

The scholarship of $1,000 is awarded amually
to students pursuing Polich studies at urawver-
sities inthe United S?zts who have completed
at least two years of college work, Thus year,
Zachary Mazur, a so?honwm who already
took two courses on the Polish language, a
iﬂ{u‘se ?:t? Eolish hlsm axf{dﬁgcogrse onthe
ermarn erHitler, is a
for the avard, eSS

2. Polish Student Club

aT}:;PolishStudmt Cﬁtwﬂu:ﬁngitﬁiﬁ:y
gAlning new menbers,
ameng others: screenings of Polisf::n‘;d(:enhaf
E an films, wlich vallbe open to the Un-
versity conunuruty; coolang of olish-lye dm-
ners; searching fortmces of the history of Folish
i tion m Rochester and beyond ; and co-
ration with the Polich Hentage Socety of
%shermdl“oli:h Saturday School.

The SkalnyCenter is dmg guidanoe, filmes,
recips,ansafhmlziaﬂsl;:iﬂ r%zeded.

alny Center News

3. Upcomi ng events in fall 2008

® Skalny Lectwre by Professor O gnian
Hishow, Skalny Center Visiting
Professor in fall 2008

Professor Hishow is a serdor researcher at
the Genman Institute for International Affamrs
(ISWF), Berlin. During his stay in Rochester,
he will teach a course on Palitical Economy
of Europe.

® Skalny Lacture by FrofessorEwa
Hauser, on Ukrainian collective
memory and the polities of history.

Professor Hauseris the adjunct associate pro-
fessor in the Depar tmentof Political Saence
at Rochester, currentlya senior Fulboight
Fellow at Petra Mohyla Mykolayiv State Hu-
manities Universityand at LvivIvan Franko
National Ukrainian University in Ukraine.
She was the creator and the
Skalny Center from 1994 until 2007,

@ Skalny Luncheon Seminarby D
Daniel Epstein, postdoctoral fellow

@ Polish Film Festival, Now 8-12 2008

® Concert of Polish musie, Dec 14, 2008
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"~} BY Alexandra Hennessy

According to the philesopher Emst Bloch,
“conscious thinking” requires the ability to
“see beyond the end of cne’s nose” I like to

3 t the ﬁmmus stdoctoral fellow-
ship I received from the y Center during
the academic year2007-08 has enabled me to
do exactly that.

My dissertation asked why the European
Union (EU) member states were able to agree
anumfan-vnc!.e nsionmarketinte grabon
in 2003, but not in'1991. In my analysis, o
cuced on German and Eritich
F;eferences, for two reasons.

irst, Genmany is the prototypi-
cal Bismarclian pension system
(social secunty provided by the
state for ewrmymeié while Bntain
embodies the ideal type ofa
Beveridﬁean Gf:ue:nsion system
(means fested state pensions
supplemented by private invest-
mexﬂ:&. Secmdlﬂ(, mirntes re-
corded in the European Parlia-
ment demonstrated that the
main conflicts over pension mar-
ket inte gration revolved around
minimum hanmonization of in-
vestment and social regalations
in these two pension regimes. |
found that the E Umember states
are mare likelyto get their pref-
erences implemented in EU pen-
sion directives when they can
crecibly signal that only a lim-
ited set of cuteomes are consid-
ered le@timate in their home
state. o

Given that raydissertation re-
search was lmted to EU-man-
dated pension reforme in West-
em Europe, it wasa natural next
step for'me to extend my re-
search to an analysis of the Cen-
tral and East European member
states ﬁEEsj that formally
joined the European Union in

004.1 expected that itwouldbe
highl d:gle:i.cult for all of the CEEs to mm}glg
writh EU pension directives because the
not taken part in desigrungthem. Secondly, all
of the CEEs still strug with the tranabon
to democracy and market economy. Thirdly, I
generally expected that the poolingof sover-
El_gttfwo bemore preblematic forthe Cen-

and East European countries since pattems
giga competition, interest representation
lic perceptions of the Enmacy
democracy had canciderably less time to
develop.

My I:I:SEB.I\:ISI in Foland, which was gener-
ouslyfmanced by the Slalny Certer, forred me
to revise all of these hypotheses. Instead of
findinga “single” complance , I realized
that thg‘new_ ur .es.nmmbe?gteqtes vaned
widely mtheir gness and ability to com-
ply vath EUJ pension laws. Compliance was
relativelyeasy for Foland, because the govem-
ment had already introduced “open pension

datory, thus putting Poland’s overstretched
aland lad only minor preblems

secunty pensions
i problem arose because the

leto finance the pay-acyrou-a
of current beneficiaries. of th
transition cost deficit, Poland was in violation  member states. )
of the Stability and Grovrth Pact (SGF), which My research greatly benefited from Emm.l
Limits the size of EUmemberbudget deficits. ich min-

Dr. Mexandra Hennessy, Shalny Possdactord Felaw

Non-compliance with EU laws usually trig-

Is a punitive responss
onunisHon, ran
inthe formofale

fromsimplere
negotiated settlements,

the Polich case, the E ;
mmitted Poland to temporanly vio-
tability and Growth Fact, recogruz-
pensionrefonmas a
ment, wherein short-term costs are neces:
to realize a benefit—a more secure sodalse-  network and make new frends. Having the
em—m the future Hu D ; %u:ﬂ.-
public, by contrast, wers ré- ;’g,cultwal,audarbs life was both a treat

am ; in 2000, the European Union

ferred tothe European Court of Justice for vio-
the European capitalof culhure.

lating the EU pension directive. The difference name
between EU rule violations in Foland on the The Skalny Centeralso gave me the oppx
ryand the Czech Re-  tunity to teacha class onthe European Union
in 2008, In light of current developeuents, it was
an exctingtone to teach European Union poh-

one hand and in Hun

lic on the other is
istinguishes betweenpreforaws-dwe ;
ity-driven constraints when deciding on
w to cope with non-compliance.

t'the EUC crumission
and az-

interviews withfour officials at the Po

g Y
siondirectives, and prowvid

tifulbuildingwith i
wal]sa%td A

less than two dollars!

Andrze)

rtunity to extend m
conference in the leadmg center cf Polishs

e Continued on page 4

Researching Polish Pension Reforms at the Skalny Center

funds” 1n 1998 . This reform made funding of Poland’s violaton of the Stability and Growth

first tier” pensionsman-  Fact wasdeemed capaaty-dnven—
tious 1998 pension reform made it impoesible
systemona more aolid ﬁooﬁng_ to meet the budgel farmpts—the violation of
i EU penson directives by Hungary and the
gwith EU pensionlaws.Onthe other  Czech Republic was seen as preference-driven
vatization of Polishsoeial  because the latter had not tmplemented an
toalarge trareibon cost form of pension prnivatization thataimed atal-
: x funded  levmtingthestrain on social securnity pensions.
compeonent of sodal security was no longer  Thus, it'was interesting for me to Ieam that
nscne  there isno one "Central European compli
Ee high  type,” but a wide vanation across the new

istryof Labor and Social Affairs,
as well as one of the co-authors
of the Polich pension reform of
1998, Professor Marek Gora, of
the Warsaw School of Econom-
ics. Each of these mdividuals
was exh'ezm]t.r gex];nt];jzulsearithlﬁs

e to me
olish pcglﬁon on EU pen-

with valuable primary and ssc-
ondary documents. [ also found
a fantastic “office” in the read-
mg roomof Warsaw University
Iibrary. Situated near the Wis_a
niverbank, the library is abeau-

an mdoor court-
yard, It struck me as very mod-
em and user fiendly. Getting
unlimited access to wireless
Intemet for several morths took
me about thre: nunutes and cost

I furthenmore had the oppor-
tamty to eipate m a four-
da tol;niexlwneanrt:e oP:the future of
a European constitution in
Krakow, organized b}l{ the

IyCE

Modrzewski University. ‘H-;e
conference was held only a few
ﬁgz after the EJ member states
adopted the 2007 Reform
Treaty, thus sparking fruitful
conversations among political
soilentists, lawnpers, and economists from all
European  Europeanmember states. The Folishacadenue
Danuta Hubner, who is currently serving as
t European Commussioner for Fe onal Fohey,
or referral to the EuropeanCourtof Justice.In - addressed the conference participants via tele-
ean Conumisgon ex- conferencing. fe a political scientist, [ 42
a valuable perspective on EU constitutional
Tec issues given that the majority of conference
policyinvest- Fa.rlnpanﬂ were law students. I apogn'eqated
he op professional
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Why Do You Want to Study in Poland?

UR z.t}zdezgraduates looking ahead to.stz.tdy in Krakow

“Strangely enoughr I feel a strong connection

to this country thatl have neverbeen to,” writes
ZachMazur, ino ata faily age, the
idea of ethnic and identitybecame im-

portant to me. In elementary school we wers
acked one day to provide cass with our
cultural origins. Fach child Jad their turn to tell
ws the many nationalibies that make up this
country, when it was my turn [ godudly
annouticed that I was Folish; notthatl any
idea what that really meant. My mere associa-
tionby birth with fbland broughtme to search
fusther, and whatl discoveredwas alanguage
and culture that] want o inumerse myself n,
and ultmately contrbute to”

“The stud y of Foland has alwaysbeena per-
sonal interest and high priority in my life,”
writes Claudia Maresz “All of my relatives re-
side in Poland and I constantly f':el intrigued
by their way of life—past, precent, and future.

& i X Tl cﬁéeixebmlabet:'&\e
people of Fo in a deeper sense that [ can
achiewve by living among them, while at the

same time studyme the Tolich uage, litera-
ture, and history. T have beenblessed
by parents who have always tried to instill in
me a basic understanding of these areas of
sha.dcﬁ,alzbe]ieve that there 15 always room for
the e to improve one’s abilities and, there-
fore, to expand one’s horizone. [ cannotimag-
ine a better way o spend my summer—leamn-
ing about the various facets of myheritageand
developing aneven greater appreciation fora
nation, its wuage, culture, and society, that
has had sucha strong impact on the world ata
preshgious inshitution that offers a wanm a
enlizhtening environment toeach individual

tom an early age,” Katherine Fanmington
writes, “Polish culture has ﬁgcm]fsbgd lggleslll
spentmy young years re ooksin
andenjoyxynog theﬁpustaﬂmt oY, My nanny,
and I made together.[ have an interestin re-
learning Iblich so that I can speak wath Lu
and enpy the culture I once knews but that’s
not the nnlyreasnniwantbdgo to Krakow. I
have only recently discovered that what I re-
ally wantto study is inteenational relations and
politial seience. This newdesite has really got
ten me curious about other cultures in the
wrld, and especally i Burope. Iwantto study
international relations and 1:1.11;,' understand
other people and their histories.

G n A
I i ot S
‘1.||1|lilJm-h|--i

'|' . t.HHT

Researching Polish Pension
Reforms at the Skalny Center

b L By Alexandra Hennessy

Continued from page 3

tics: in Octcber 2007, the EU decided to _a.dc;ﬂ
the previously contested constitution in
form the revised Refonm Treaty, which wiill
streamline and fundamentally form EU
decision making; in February 2008 Kosowo's
declaration of independence revived old con-
Forusn by s e SR, e 1T s
1 ;i sum-
n&tfﬁnagiabteaﬂwd new life into the de-
bate on the future of a Buropean Secusity and
Defense Policy, and the election of Nicolas
Srkozyasthe presidentof France profoundly

influeniced ongoing accession negotiations
with Turkeyand the ideaofa Medsterranean
Union within the EUL [t was very rewarding
to discuss thes: and manyother currentevents
in light of historical developments and schol-
?-fl.'é:"‘eo’ie‘ about conflicts and coopeation
in E.tr?ean Union. [ can only hope that
the talented students I worked with will ge-
member our discussions as vividlyas I do.
The best things about the Ek_ﬁn Center
wrege the people [ met there. Special go
o the director of the Jkalny Center, Randall
Stone, for extremely helpful adwice, detailed
comments on my work, and for always being
enerous with his time. [ am grateful to
Folakowski for teaching me eno
Folich o survive my three-neek stay in 1b-
land. I am furthermore indebted to Fadek
wski for giving two guest lectures inmy
chss-on veryshort notice-whenl atbended con-
ferences. | thank my officemate Tanya

Ehgashla for useful discussions and friendship
during my stay. lastbhutnotleast, I am grate-
ful to Bozena Scbolewska for outstanding ad-
mitistrabive assistance, bothin Rochester and
in Poland, and for creating a delightful wark
atmosphere throughout.

Insum, I am thankful that the Skalny fel-
lows]‘uh'f enabled me {o extend my research o
Centraland Eastern Burope, thusa me
to “see beyond the end of my own nose” in
many ways. | am grateful that ] had the o

rhanity to study Europeanization in Tb .

ecause adjushment processes in new member
statesare li_.Jl@lytn remain among the most con-
troversial issues for years to come. Afterall,
the prospectfor future sucressful enlasgement
rounds will dependa greatdeal on the way in
which the Central and Fast European mem-
ber states are able to find their place in the

Buropean Union.



Return to Krakow

s

” By Christine Kenison

-

Thave alwaysheen interested in learning about

the world beyond my ownbac! ’
achild, I used to trace maps for fun, and Jwould
constartlyask my Dad, who lad aken Cenman
inhighsgmol toteach me new words. Inhizh
school,lmsa'ble to channel thisenthusiasmin
an academic direchon and took as many for-
eign language chssesasIeould Gincl three
years of Cenman andex%:kgingmindependent
study to fit in the equivalent of five years of
French in three years.

The seeds Bor ray futuse faccination with
Foland were also sown d%hﬂ school,
when [ took pre-caleilus with Mrs. Koch,a Tbl-
ish immigant and one of the mostdedicated
teachers Thave ever had. She taughtme my fiest
Tolish words and sparked my interest m her
homeland. Howewver, I was not able to start
learning Tblich formally until college. Asa
freshman, I received a i'.alny scholarship to
study at the Jagiellonian University Sumumer
School. I spent July 2006 in Kakiw leaming
Rolish and attending lectures on Folish history.
My first veeitto Foland was something of a cul-
tural keelhauling. [ knew exactly seven words,
and the language barrier was ovenwhelming at
fiest I uasa.ﬁmdbnexg]n:e the city alone
the simple reason that I could not pronounce
the name of my tram stop (fkademia

UNIVERS ITY QF ROCRESTER
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Redagogicma). However, four weeks and many
flachcards later, I could pronounce fkademia
Redagogicana and had come to love Toland. [
was granted the Skalny schohrship to attend
the Jagiellonian University Surumer School
again i 206 When I wentto Kakdw for the
'sigmd time thatfuly, [feltmuch more at home

fe.

Btthe Uhniversity of Rochester, [have com-
pleted coursework in Tolish language, litesa-
ture, history, and politics, which have provided
me witha solid foundation in Polish studies. I
have been ing for my Fulbright progct
during the Ptcuirpgfi‘:x;%admg)ea:bn%ﬂ i ]eaﬂ
advanced Polish language independent study
and a cowrse on Buropean hictory after 1945

I have just learned that] hawve been ac-
cepted by the Fulbright commission and will
spend the 2003 Wacademic year in Kakdwas
a Fulbright scholar. It will be an incredible ex-
perience tobe able to study [olish national and
cultural sdentidy at the Jagiellonian Thuversity,
one of the foremostoentess of Folish literagy and
cultural shudies Iintend to affilate wath the De-
parbment of International Mblish Studies (IP5)
atthe Jagielbnian University. Professor Michal
Tawe kowski, the department chair, has
gracouslyagreed to supervise my work.

I plan to study the confrontation in Polich
literature behareen Socialist Realismand its lit-
efary critique in the fonm of satirical and gro-
tesque literatiure. [ will examine worksby such
au as leszek Kolakowski and Sawomic
Mrozek, whose usz ofthe modem fairy tale as
ameanc of literary satire interests me. to

preparne for this propctby reading tonal

Ind¢pendent Soudles In Pall sk Lleerapurg i CHrladn ¢ Kenlsan and
Dr. Krzyaxeof Poldawakl

Rolish fairy tales to undesstand what this an-
cient lterarygenre could offer Kolakowskiand
Mrozek as modern writers.

Unlike many shudents of Folish shudies, [
cannot lay claim to any Folish ancestry. Itis
unfortunate that Poland and Polich culture,
which have playe]dd such a dynamic role in Eu-

ropean and wor -, are so htde under-
stood in the United Sates among those who
have no ethnic connection to . Thisisone

of the reasons why [ plan o pursue graduate
workin culturaland litecacy studies witha com-
parative emphasic on German and Toleh -
erature. pon mj{ rehumn from my year as a
Fulbrightscholar, Thope to encourage the shud
of Folish language and culture in the Uhnite
Sates.

Struggling with Europe:

Polish Foreign Policy After the 2007 Election

b By Radostaw Rybkowski

The Polish tansformation after 1989 resulted
in substantal changes in the Polich political
system. One of the fesults of the Round Table
reement was the restoration of the office of
Presidentof [bland . Under the communist
ref%ii:.e the formal head of state was the Head
of the Counail of State of the Republic of Fo-
land, but it was the First Secre of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Tblish United Workers’
Party that enpyed real political power. The
Found Table agreementstated that the Presi-
dent should be elected by the National fssem-
bly both chambers of Polish Pacliament: Sejen
and Senat), notby the popular vote. Wopiech
Jaruzelski was elected the first President after

the transformation. He was simultaneously
Firct Secretary of the Pacty and Prime Minie-
ter and was the one who imposed martiallaw

o co&cuiﬂ'tﬂte Solidarity movement In fact

the office of the [resident was reestabliched
without clear legiclation concerning its power
and authority: he was to designate the Frime

Minister tobe the commander-in-chief of
the Polish military forces, buthis achual execu-
tive power was not defined.

Ducing the transition period, 19831970,
the weakuﬁe'sident was not abad option for
Toland e c:allt;ﬁlorlsidenng that the [resi-
dentwas Jaruzelski and that the Sejm (lower
clamber of Pariamert and part of the Mational
£esembly) had not been elected in a fully
democratic way (6% of the seats were re-
stricted to the Pacty). The sihaton changed
after the 1990 presidential election. Lach
Walesa was elected by popular vote, so his
authorityas Fresidentwas legitimized . Walesa
fried to secufe executive power for himsslf,
esq:eccia]l!_ﬁsin the field of foreign and defence
policy. His adwisor, Lech Falandysz, a profes-
sor of constitutional law, helped him to
struggle with the Parliamentand the Covern-
ment. The term “presidential ministries” (of
foreign policy, of defense, and of internal af-

irs) was coined mostly due to Falandyszs
work; using cases in b law, he could as-
gue that these munusters had to be co-nornu-
nated bythe Fresident The Small Constitution
of 1992 which amended the previous commu-
nist constitution of Foland, more cearly de-
fined the division of powers between the Presi-
dentand Frime Miructer TPasliament

The Small Constitubion was valid untl a
completely new Constitution was admtd in
a public referenduwm on Nay 25, 1997, Con-
stitution of Poland is the key document that
regulates the division of powers between the

B == }
Dr. Radozlas RybkowsM, Skalny ¥idiing Frofssar
Presidentand the Covernment, which consists
of the Prime Minicter and the cabinet. In the
field of foreign policy, the Constitution re-
mained unclear. Article 133states that the
Presidentis “the representative of the Statein fro-
agn affars” and thathe or she ™shall coqpeinte
iy; tht Pn'm: g‘_ﬁﬁt'st_er Mdiz e ag,wa ate nEn-
ister in res vz ey” but oce-
duresforthis cqopeé?op:arg' mtdeﬁne%(. Ar-
ticle 144 referring to the Covernment, holds
that " The Cowuwel of Mirasters shall conduct the
fndernal ;ﬁz' s and joragm policy of the Repblic
of Pdznd and therefore shall "exrase genaral
Continued on page 7
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G;'“eetings from Mykolaiv, Lviv and Mykolaiv

7 By Ewa Hauser

This will be the longest time [ hawe been
away from the United 3ates since I emigrated
from Poland in the eacly 157(E, [ am now fin-
ishing my third semester in Ukraine, a coun-
try that has always interested me, partiall
because of the factﬁatmyfaﬂterumsg:mang
1g’;:sm'f-eemr up in Byela Cerkva, south of Kyiv, be-

coming to Poland in 1920 I have always
had a secref desire {0 see what is the “sieppe”
he @s well as Adam Mickiewie desu'i;ed.
These were the “kresy” of the Polich-
Lithuanian Conunoniwealth writtenabouth
nuﬁ Polish writers. 5o [ am very glad that
could experience it after any animocsity be-
bween the Polish and Ukminian people sub-
sided, and at a tme when both natoss look
with e>citementand anticipation at the com-
mon and friendly prospect of hosting the ma-
o1 spo event, Buro 2012

After | inished my firstspring semester

in Mykolaiv in 2007 as part of my extended
Fu]bx;fht ﬁmt I was invited to precentalec-
tiure about the f-bltshhsshoq i:u.lturego—
gram at UR's Slalny Center at the First Con-
ress of Foreign Scholars of Tolish History at
e Jagiellonian University. The conference,
onsored with the Polish of Higher
ucation, brought together teaching faculty
in Tolish programs from places like Moscow,
Lviv, Minsk, Vilnius, Berlin, Tel Awiv,
Melbourne, Faris, MNew York, Chicago, Roch-
ester, and many others. [topened witha speech

Dr. Ea Hasds atoie FIra Congress af Farelgn Sehalars of
Fallsk Hatary, Jagldlonlan Unlversioy

b{lm;::liys]aw Bardoszeweki, the former Rol-
ich Minister of Foreign &ffairs, and the main
organizes of the conference was our good
friend and former Jalny Visihing Profescor,
Krzysziof Zamorski. Adam Walaszek and Jan
Lenc zasowiczwere aleo presentand read pa-
person the Tolich diaspora, The conference ic
scheduled tobe repeated every five years.

I spent fall 7 teaching at the [Depart-
ment of Cultural Studies of the Lviv National
Ivan Franko University. I worked with wery

%tc;eod raduate shudents who have become my
tends, and we have exchanged correspon-
denoce frequently since. Although Lviv wasa

dominantly ﬁ)hshcdy unbl World War II,
ithasbeen the eradle of the Ukainian national
liberation movement, perhaps because of the

];ﬁ association with [oland. Thanks to my

ents, I discovered new restaurants in Diriv

that are modeled on the Ukminian Farhsan

Ay “Kryivka” thideout). qunberﬁg have

to know where the restaurant isand know the
ssword ! have more stories to share in the

al esentation [ am planning at the Jalny
nier.

Right now, after another semester of
teaching in Mykalaiv, which Ilove, Tam fin-
ishing a paperon the Ukrainian National Iar-
rative, [will present itatanother international
conference onnationalism atthe Uhiversity of
Warsaw. [also willchaira latthis confer-
encediscussing Polich versions of nationalism.
The fmerican ies Center will host the con-
ference and because of our pastclose collabo-
ration from 200Gto 2006, [will wisit old friends
and colleagues. )

My love of film ic something I hawve not
neglected while in Ukraine. Adayafter Tresi-
dent Yushchenko, ina nationallyfelevised cer-
emony, conferred the highest order of Yaroslaw
Mudryion the Polich director Andrze; W’agja,
I was asked to appearon local television. Fro-
fessor Fronke , who is a dean of the uni-
versityand has age ram on Mykolaiw
TV, t-t\}lras the host uﬁfﬁv&md g’t?esﬁons
during a half-hour program about the Wajda
film, Katym. At that time, I invited the audi-
ence 0 attend a sereening of Kahyn at the Retro
Mohyla Thuversi mnﬁkohav

am locking forward to meeting Univer-
sity of Fochester students, who wall be acrir-
ing in Krakow scon for the four-week sum-
mer study abroad %o%a.m After that, [will
return home 1o Rochester.

The Rise and Fall of
Democracy in Russia

. ” By Tanya Bagashka

Institutioral choresin democracies
have lacting consequences. Decisions on fssues
such as the detribution of power betiween the
erecutive and the kgiclature, or electoral rules,
@nlbck in the advantages of the political actors
thatepeated them and allowthem to consolidate
pover, Despite their end uring consequences, in-
shtutional es in joung democraces were
often made under great uncerinty due to the
absence of establiched parhies, elecioral recomd,
and mpidlyclanging conditions. Russa and the
introduchon of a presidental system with a
mired electoral system is a case in point

In my dissertation, ] investigate the effects
of inshituhonal incestives, namely, the ekctol
rules and the distribution of powerbebaeen the
presulentand the legishture on the development
ofthe systerm the Russan Duma, Liden-
tify empirscally the struchure of lagrlatie vot-
ing coalifions i the 1956-1999 Dwoma, without
asswming thatthey follbwpartylines. I find that
nmxmlﬁ'l? iation-the pasties thatlegicla-
tors |id they belonged to-provides a very mad-

TanyaBage s, Skany Graduae Felloa

equate description of the patteen of voting, and
&?.at the ekcmm axgla legiclative ms en-
couraged legiclators to form opportunistic
groupe, or fachons, that kad dissimilar policy
preferences. ) .
In the second chapter of the disseration, I
itnvestipate whether the legislators elected in
single-me 'y t= wee responsive to
ideclogical preferences of their local cors hituen-
cies. Imeasum district preferences o;.eraedccamwi
refoom i responses. Inadditio
R e X e S Sk
were goitig on at the same time as district elee-

tons to use the support for each party compet-
ing in the party listter of the parkamentacyelec-
ton to measure district preferences. I that
legiclators were sesponsive to district prefer-
ences, but only on important votes, which the
voters were maost likely to be able to monibor.
In the third chapter, I extend the aralysis of
legiclative voting ccaliions to the 19992000
Drana. I find that the extentto which legichtive
coalihons were party-based depended on the
sidential approach toward majoritybuiding .
eltsin relied onbuibing cross-party ccaliions
byobtaining the supp:r% of individual deputies
through E&o ,and this splitlegishtive par-
tes that d labels and cohesore plat-
forms., In contrast, Futin's unambipuous com-
mitment o a strong presidental party and a
stable party-based presidential coalition unified
the kgiclative parhes in the presidential coali-
to

f.
_ Inaddtion, ] found thatpressures ofiginat-
ing in local conshiuencies could divade kgicla-
tive parties, butosly when the presidental stat-
egy did notrelyon party-based calitions. There
ic strong evidence thatconstitvency pressures
affecte votes on economic refonm and the
budget My results show thatelectnmlincentives
canenoo the legislators to respond to wot-
ers’ conoernsevenina su.daent;.l;us system wath
a partysystem. Howewver, this rec ponsive-
n.e:':':mg appears when presidential ccaliion-

ilding e come to inate legiclative vot-
itz and the level ofelectoral competition deops.
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control in the feld of relakons uxth other Skates
and ixdermatond o mbons” and “eonclude
{nternat onal agreements requanng ratifeation as
well @ acept and revnorawce other tnterat od

agreemenis.” The division ofauthoritybetween

Fresident, the Frime Minister, and the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, according to the Con-
stitution, is unclear, and therefore conflicts
bebaeen the Presidentand the Govermmentare
quite possible and predictable.

’{.‘r‘.;'l\}:- |1‘:zj‘a:‘w o dedgnagon of Jor ol o e Frime Winkeer, Uiy 2105
fLech on Hedghd

The situation was stable after the 2006
elections, when the Fresident and the Govern-
mentrepresented the same L Lawand Jus-
tice (Prawo! Sprautediwedjand the Kaczynski
twrin brothers, Lechand Jaroskaw, held the of-
fices of the Presidentand the Frime Minister,

Lo ot oy ned | e iy e 2 Dran abd Tusk & Frims Minlsosg Mavember 9, 2007

respectvely. Itchanged substantially after the
E::liame_nta:y_ elections of 2007. Lech
zyiiski remained the President (the presi-
dental term in Toland is five years) but [aw
and Justice lost to Gic P‘latgenn (Matforrma
hyuatkiskad). Gric Ratfonm won 41.50% of the
pog:la: supportand accounted for 209 seats
Seymiput of 440, while Lawand Justice's
SUp was 210 and 166 seats. [onald
Tusk, the leader of the Gwie Platform
created a coalihon with the [easants Party (
seats in the Paciament) and was designated

the Frime Minicter by Lech Kaczyricki. Thic
veqrﬁrstmmegfmved thatthe cooperation
bebaeen the Presidentand the Prime Minister
would be mther difficult The official “cer-
emony” in the precidental palace lasted less
than one minute.

Just after the designation, the President
stated that he would not accept Fadoslaw
Sikosski, the obvious and longtme declared
candidate of the Civic Platform, as the Minis-
ter of Foreign Bffaics. Lech iski publicly
announced that,according todociaments in hus
possession, Skorski was absolutely unaocept-
able. Asubsequentmeeting with Donald Tusk
did notchange the position of the Guic Plat-

Frealdent of the Russden Federalaon, W od Imir Pudn, and Lech
Kaxynskl at e VE - Russla Summig Hd sinkl, Havember 20046

Pall 24 S (g ovrAMRNC benches - mid M0T31Jaraslaw Kacoynal and Raman Glereyeh

form. The President stated that Radoslaw
Sikorski, while a Minister of Defense duri
the [awand Justice gove rnment, hadbehawve
in a "very, very unprofessional” way dusd
the nego 1:.|:m:£r ovep:ﬂlﬁte Amerimn grnﬁ-::s‘%

sile defense system in Poland. The Frecident

never e?lzined the nature of this "unprofes-
sional” behavior, but eventually accepted
Sikorski’s canJidacy. President ch
Kaczysiski's personal biases make Folish for-
eign policy an arena of strugele, especallywith

Continued on page 8
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sespectto Russia and Cenmany. His comments
about Russian policy do not facilitate the work
of the government. For e:-amKle, duﬁn&Dﬂw
NATOzummit in Bucharcest (April 224 X08),
Kaczy_ski stated that Poland would veto ET-
Pussian economic negotations if Russiaacted
ggain;tUkraim'anan Ceorgian NATO mem-

ership.

Tﬁe most important issue since the end
of 2007 in the field of EU-Tblich relations is
the Treaty of Lishon—the document prepar-
ing substantial reforms of EUmshtugns to
transform the EU into a more effective and
efficient organi zation. The treaty was negoti-
ated during the lawand Justice government
and then declared to be an important Polich

victory, butafte r ceve ral months had passed,
Iechr%ac ski threatened to veto the treaty
that he himself had negotiated. The

President’s declaration astoniched not onl
Civic Hatform politicians but many Polis
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media comme ntators. The President recently
declared thathe would notsign the actof the
Parliament @coeptng the treaty) unless a new
regulation concerning the authority of the
Presidentand the Prime Minicter in the field
of EU-Polich relations were passed.

The lack of clear rules regarding the divi-
sion of power is not only a problem for Tblich
internal poliey, butaloo for mternatonal relatone.
LeFigo, the French newspaper, wrote this April

3, 2007 Fram I&feca dghion Luls Fllpe Marques Amada Formugd's Ninlse of Fordgn Afalrs, Radodaa Skarskl,

that Fresudent MNioolas Sarkozy had postponed
his vicitto Poland because he was not sure who
he showld have talked with: the Presxdentor the
DPrime Minister. Therefore, Foland needs aclear
divisionofautherity, to preventsimilar stuatons
. Ifthe regulation concerning this problem
ic passed, it will probablybe the only positive
outoome of the strugples and quarrels betareen
the Mresidentand the Prime Minister.



