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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

October2021 
DearColeagues: 

Wearepleasedtosendthistailoredreportcontainingyourstudents’votingratesfor 
2020.Thisreportcontainsthreeyearsofrelevanttoplinedata:2016,2018,and2020.As 
always,wedisaggregatethedatasoyoucanbeteridentifyandaddresgapsin 
participation. 

Colegeanduniversitystudentsparticipatedinrecord-breakingnumbersinthe2020 
election.In2016,theAverageInstitutionalVotingRatewas53%.Thisyear,itjumpedto 
66%.WeencourageyoutoreviewDemocracyCounts2020,ourmostrecentnational 
report. 

Asinpastyears,weurgeyoutosharethisreportwidelyandstrategicaly,particularly 
withfacultywho,in2020,wereoftenthemostconsistentcommunicatorswithstudents 
aboutever-changingvotingconditionsanddeadlines.Wealsourgeyoutoreviewour 
recommendationsforengagingelectionstocultivatearobustandhealthycampus 
climateforpoliticalengagement,discourse,equity,andparticipation:Election 
Imperatives(2019)andthemorerecentElectionImperatives:ATimeofPhysical 
DistancingandSocialAction.Since“pervasivepoliticaldiscusions”andatentivenesto 
thecampusculturearoundspeechandacademicfreedom areamongourtop 
recommendations,wedirectyoutoourdiscusionguidesontalkingaboutyourNSLVE 
report,onfreespeechandinclusion,andonhottopics,ourMakingSenseof…guides. 

Finaly,wealwaysencourageyoutoworkwithus.Helpushelpyougetbeterdataby 
reachingout.EmailIDHE@Tufts.eduformoreinformation.Andasalways,watchyour 
inboxforourperiodicnewsleter,IDHEUpdate,forannouncementsaboutupcoming 
releasesandnewresources. 

OpeId6 
002894 

Congratulationsonengagingyourstudentsinthe2020election.Remember, 
studentpoliticallearningisayear-roundobjective.Electionsmaybeepisodic,but 
studentpoliticalengagementshouldnotbe. 

AltheBest, 
IDHETeam 

(TopRowfrom left)DuyTrinh,Program Administrator;Adam Gismondi, 
DirectorofImpact;DaveBrinker,SeniorResearcher; 
(BotonRowfrom left)NancyThomas,Director;NormaLópez,Postdoctoral 
Scholar;PrabhatGautam,DataManager. 

WealsowanttoacknowledgeandthankSyedGolam Mohaimen,M.S.studentin 
DataScienceatTuftsUniversityforhiscontributionstowardthecreationof 
thesereports. 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 
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002894

InThisReport 

Thisreportpresentsdataonstudent Tables 
voterparticipationratesforyour 

Thetablesshow,ontheleft-sidecolumns,thenumbers campus.Thetoplinecountsonpage 
ofstudentsandtheratesfrom 2016,2018,and2020.5telsyouhowmanystudentsvoted, 
Ontheleft-side,percentagepoint(p.p.)changes

butweencourageyoutolook between2016and2020.Areddownarowindicatesa 
carefulyatthedataonsubsequent decrease,agreenuparowindicatesanincrease,anda 
pagestolearnwhovoted.Dataare yelowarowpointingtotherightindicatesnochange. 
presentedintheform ofvesel "-"inthesetablesindicatesthatthedatais 
charts,overlappingdonutcharts, unavailable/mising,orisavailablefor10orles 
andtables. students. 

00% 00% 00% VeselChart OverlappingDonutChart 
Thischartshowsratesoutof 

Thischartisusedtoshowthebreakdown100%,witharowstotheright 
ofvotemethodutilization(page10),withofeachbarrepresenting 
theouterringshowingyourcampusrelevantnationalaverages 
methodutilizationandtheinnerring(medians),whichyoucanfind 
showingthenationalbreakdown.TheseinIDHE'snationalreport 
aredescribedinpercentages.DemocracyCounts2020. 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 3 



      

    
  

   
    

     
   

 

    
    
   

     
     

  
 

    
   
   

 

  

 

  

  

 

    

      CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 Voting,RegistrationandYieldRates 002894 

YOURINSTITUTION 

68.3% 
2020VotingRate 

+16.2 
ChangeFrom 2016 

ALLINSTITUTIONS 

66% 
2020VotingRate 

REGISTRATIONRATE 

77.9% 77.4% 83.4% 

2016 2018 2020 

TheRegistrationRateisthe 
percentofyourvoting-eligible 
studentswhoregisteredto 
vote. 

VOTINGRATEOF 
REGISTEREDSTUDENTS 

66.9% 48.9% 81.9% 

2016 2018 2020 

TheVotingRateofRegistered 
Studentsisthepercentof 
registeredstudentswhovoted 
onElectionDay.Weoftenrefer 
tothisasthe“yield”rate. 

TheVotingRateisthe 
percentageofeligible 
studentswhovotedon 
ElectionDay.Thevotingrate 
isalsotheproductofthe 
registrationandyieldrates. 

2016 2018 2020 

68.3%37.8%52.1% 

VOTINGRATE 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 4 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 

002894LookingCloser 
VotingandRegistrationRates 

2016 2018 2020 2016-20202016-2020 
Change(p.p.) 

TotalStudentEnrolment 10,334 11,063 11,190 856 

(Ageunder18/Unknown) – – – – 

(IPEDSestimated non-residentaliens) 2,708 3,499 3,374 666 

(FERPArecordsblocked) – – 45 – 

(Non-DegreeSeekingStudents) – 158 238 – 

Totaleligiblevoters 7,620 7,401 7,533 -87 

Numberofstudentswhoregistered 5,939 5,727 6,285 346 

Numberofstudentswhovoted 3,971 2,799 5,145 1,174 

RegistrationRate% 78 77 83 5 

VotingRateofRegisteredStudents% 67 49 82 15 

VotingRate% 52 38 68 16 

Thispageprovidesthenumberswe 
usedtocalculateyourvoting, 
registration,andyieldrates.The 
sub-categoriesundertotalstudent 
enrolmentaretheadjustmentsthatwe 
maketoacountforstudentswhoare 
ineligibletovoteduetoageorcitizenship 
status.Wealsoexclude,whencorectly 
flagged,studentswhoarenotpursuing 
degrees. 

WeuseIPEDS-derivedestimatesofNRAs 
wheninstitutionsdonotsubmit 
non-residentalienstatusdatatoNSC,or 
wecannotverifytheacuracyofthe 
reportedcounts.Thisestimateisgivenby 
"IPEDSestimatednon-residentaliens"on 
thispage.Ifyoubelievethenumberof 
internationalstudentsreportedonthis 
reportisincorect,youcanmanualyadjust 
yourinstitution'svotingratesbyusingour 
recalculationtool.htps:/id-
he.tufts.edu/nslve/nslve-recalculation-tool. 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 5 
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002894

ByInstitutionTypes 

13% 
LOW 

82% 
HIGH 

53% 

2016VotingRatefor 
AllInstitutions 

2020VotingRatefor HIGH 
89%AlInstitutions 

66% LOW 
19% 

TheseareestimatedvotingratesofyourinstitutioncomparedtotheaveragevotingratesofsimilarinstitutionsinNSLVE.*"YourInstitution"chartis 
presentedatadifferentscale. 

YOURINSTITUTION* 
52% 38% 68% 

2016 2018 2020 

INSTITUTIONALAVERAGE PRIVATEINSTITUTIONALAVERAGE PUBLICINSTITUTIONALAVERAGE 
PHD PHD PHD 

54% 41% 69% 56% 42% 70% 54% 41% 69% 

2016 2018 2020 2016 2018 2020 2016 2018 2020 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 6 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 

002894ByRace/Ethnicity 
29% 49% 55% 44% 73%19% 19% 41% 64%27% 

2016 2018 20202016 2018 20202016 2018 2020 2016 2018 2020 2016 2018 2020 2016 2018 20202016 2018 2020 

AMERICANINDIAN NATIVEHAWAIAN/ TWOORMORE
BLACK HISPANIC WHITEASIAN /ALASKANNATIVE PACIFICISLANDER RACES 

Theseareestimatedvotingratesforrace/ethnicitygroups.Theseclassificationsareprovidedbycampusesandareobtained 
followingracereportingprocedures*definedbytheNationalCenterforEducationStatisticsoftheInstituteofEducationSciences(IES). 

PleaseseeourFAQformoredetailonwhywecannotreportnationalbenchmarkforsomeofthedemographicgroups: 
https://tufts.app.box.com/v/idhe-nslve-report-faq 

Ifyounoticeunavailable/missingdatainthispage,itcouldmeananyofthefollowingforyourinstitution:(i)doesnotreportthisdata;(ii) 

didnotprovidethisdatainpastyears;(iii)doesnotseparatelysubmitdataforoneormoreofthedemographicgroups,or(iv)thedatais 
reportedfor10orfewerstudents. 

*https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/report-your-data/race-ethnicity-collecting-data-for-reporting-purposes 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 7 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 
002894LookingCloser 

ByRace/Ethnicity 

Thispageprovidesthe 
numbersweusedto 
calculaterace/ethnicity 
groupvotingrates.We 
includethecountsof 
studentsandthechange 
inratesbetweenthetwo 
mostrecentcomparable 
electionyears. 
Ifyounotice 
unavailable/misingdata 
inthispage,itcouldmean 
anyofthefolowingfor 
yourinstitution:(i)does 
notreportthisdata;(i)did 
notprovidethisdatain 
pastyears;(i)doesnot 
separatelysubmitdatafor 
oneormoreofthe 
demographicgroups,or 
(iv)thedataisreported 
for10orfewerstudents. 

2016 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2018 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2020 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change 
(p.p) 

Asian 

AmericanIndian/ 
AlaskaNative 

Black 

Hispanic 

NativeHawaiian/ 
PacificIslander 

2orMoreRaces 

White 

RaceUnknown 39 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

3,971 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

10,308 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

34 

44 

41 

26 

– 

29 

– 

19 

185 

2,015 

104 

170 

– 

149 

– 

171 

544 

4,537 

253 

642 

– 

509 

– 

907 

12 

73 

64 

– 

55 

49 

– 

19 

179 

3,658 

244 

– 

130 

372 

– 

544 

1,551 

5,045 

379 

12 

235 

761 

22 

2,810 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

-27 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 8 
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39 

18 

18 

2423 

6 

36 

34 

23 

7 

35 

34 
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Theseareestimatedratesforvotemethodutilization,thenumberofstudentsutilizingeachmethod,andthepercentofstudentsutilizingeach 
method.NotallU.S.statesprovideinformationonvotemethod;votingmethodforvoterfilesfrom thesestatesareclassified“VotingMethodUnknown.” 
Foralistofthesestates,seeourFAQ.https://idhe.tufts.edu/nslve/nslve-faq#CampusReports 

2016 

Voted Rate 

2018 

Voted Rate 

2020 

Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change(p.p)

EarlyVote 

In-PersononElectionDay 

Not-In-Person 

Other 

Provisional 

VotingMethodUnknown 74 

– 

– 

24 

2 

1 

2,940 

– 

– 

933 

73 

24 

76 

– 

– 

22 

2 

– 

2,125 

– 

– 

624 

46 

– 

64 

– 

– 

32 

1 

2 

3,299 

– 

– 

1,663 

59 

115 

9 

2 

– 

– 

-10 

-1 

Not-In-Person EarlyVote In-Person Other Provisional Unknown 

20182016 

ByVotingMethod 

CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

(p.p.) 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

ByAgeGroup 

2016 2018 2020 

18-21 38% 30% 49% 

22-24 29% 37% 36% 

25-29 40% 47% 47% 

30-39 50% 53% 53% 

40-49 68% 58% 74% 

50+ 78% 68% 81% 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 

OpeId6 

002894 

Votingishabit-formingandyoungvoterswil 
usualycontinueasvotersinsubsequentelections. 

Also,youngvotersaremorelikelytobecontactedby 
campaignsandarevisible,andthereforesignificant,to 

electedofficials.Whileinthepast,wehaveseenvoting 
ratesincreaseacrosagegroups,inrecentcycles,the 

mostsignificantincreaseshavebeenamongfirst-time 
andtheyoungestvoters.Somecolegesserve 
primarilyyoungstudents,traditionalyviewedas 

studentsinthe18-21or22-24categorieshere.Others 
havemuchhighernumbersofenroledolder 

undergraduateorgraduatestudents. 

10 



      

  

 

              

   
  

   
   
   
   

    
   

  
 

 
  

 l

CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 
002894LookingCloser 

ByAgeGroup 

Here,weprovidethe 
numbersofstudents 
ineachagecategory 

andthevotingrates 
foreachgroup.These 

arebasedonthe 
student’sageontheday 
oftheelection,as 

calculatedbythe 
NationalStudent 

Clearinghouseusing 
datafrom student 

enrolmentrecords. 

2016 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2018 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2020 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change 
(p.p) 

18-21 

22-24 

25-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50+ 78 

68 

50 

40 

29 

38 

102 

162 

453 

692 

600 

1,962 

131 

238 

904 

1,748 

2,076 

5,211 

68 

58 

53 

47 

37 

30 

65 

134 

393 

589 

418 

1,200 

96 

233 

736 

1,250 

1,128 

3,958 

81 

74 

53 

47 

36 

49 

99 

186 

559 

925 

807 

2,569 

122 

253 

1,050 

1,952 

2,227 

5,211 

3 

5 

3 

8 

7 

12 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 

002894LookingCloser 
BySex 

Variables 

2016 2018 2020 2016-2020 

Enroled Voted Rate Enroled Voted Rate Enroled Voted Rate Change(p.p) 

Female – – – – – – 5,610 2,984 53 – 

Male – – – – – – 5,186 2,147 41 – 

Theseareestimatedvotingratesforsexgroupsandthenumbersweusedtocalculatetheirvotingrates.Theseclasifications 
areprovidedbycampusesandareobtainedfolowingthereportingproceduresdefinedbytheNationalCenterforEducationStatistics 
(NCES)oftheInstituteofEducationSciences(IES).Presently,NCESrequiresinstitutionstoreportstudentsas“Male”or“Female”only.* 

Ifyounoticemisingdatainthispage,itcouldmeananyofthefolowingforyourinstitution:(i)doesnotreportthisdata;(i)didnot 

providethisdatainpastyears;(i)doesnotseparatelysubmitdataforoneormoreofthedemographicgroups,or(iv)thedatais 
reportedfor10orfewerstudents. 

*htps:/surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/public/survey-materials/faq?faqid=11 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 12 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

OpeId6 
002894LookingCloser 

ByEducationLevel/UndergraduateClassYear 

2016 2018 2020 2016-2020 

Enroled Voted Rate(%) Enroled Voted Rate(%) Enroled Voted Rate(%) Change(p.p) 

EDUCATIONLEVEL 

Undergraduate 6,096 2,293 38 4,548 1,398 31 6,153 2,999 49 11 

Graduate 4,116 1,611 39 2,814 1,401 50 4,657 2,142 46 7 

ClasUnknown 96 57 59 39 – – – – – – 

CLASSYEAR 

FirstYear 1,399 36 509 982 29 284 1,368 49 674 13 

SecondYear 1,440 35 503 1,037 28 291 1,426 47 677 13 

UpperLevel 3,261 39 1,287 2,529 33 823 3,375 49 1,658 10 

ENROLLMENTSTATUS 

Ful-time – – – 6,450 2,258 35 9,161 4,199 46 – 

Part-time – – – 951 541 57 1,654 946 57 – 

Theseareestimatedvoting 
ratesbyEducationLevel 
(undergraduate/graduate), 
ClasYear,andEnrolment 
Status 
(ful-time/part-time),and 
thenumbersweusedto 
calculatetheserates. 

Ifyounoticemisingdatain 
thispage,itcouldmeanany 
ofthefolowingforyour 
institution:(i)doesnot 
reportthisdata;(i)didnot 
providethisdatainpast 
years;(i)doesnot 
separatelysubmitdatafor 
oneormoreofthe 
demographicgroups,or(iv) 
thedataisreportedfor10or 
fewerstudents. 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 13 
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002894ByFieldofStudy 

2016 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2018 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2020 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change(p.p) 

Area,Ethnic,Cultural,andGender 
Studies 

BiologicalandBiomedicalSciences 

Business,Management,andMarketing 

CommunicationandJournalism 

ComputerandInformationSciences 

Education 

EngineeringandEngineering 
Technologies 

32 

61 

28 

31 

24 

44 

– 

484 

311 

144 

11 

339 

555 

– 

1,515 

508 

510 

35 

1,385 

1,272 

14 

31 

62 

30 

39 

38 

32 

– 

289 

199 

108 

11 

231 

337 

– 

945 

323 

363 

28 

616 

1,066 

18 

45 

67 

31 

40 

25 

57 

– 

596 

247 

200 

23 

380 

748 

– 

1,331 

370 

643 

58 

1,511 

1,315 

18 

13 

6 

3 

8 

1 

13 

– 

FIELDS 

Theseareestimatedvotingratesbyfieldofstudy,andthenumbersweusedtocalculatethefieldofstudyrates.Foranexplanation 
ofCIPcodes,pleaseseeourFAQ.*Thereareroughly8,000fieldsofstudyamongU.S.collegesanduniversities,soweprovideratesfor 

condensedcategories. 

*https://tufts.app.box.com/v/idhe-nslve-report-faq 

©2021InstituteforDemocracy&HigherEducation 14 
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2016 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2018 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2020 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change 
(p.p) 

EnglishLanguageandLiterature 

FamilyandConsumer/HumanSciences 

ForeignLanguages,Literatures,andLingui.. 

HealthProfessions 

History 

LiberalArtsandSciences,andHumanities 

MathematicsandStatistics 

Multi/InterdisciplinaryStudies 

NaturalResourcesandConservation 

PhilosophyandReligiousStudies 

PhysicalSciences 

Psychology 

SocialSciences 

VisualandPerformingArts 41 

31 

48 

35 

55 

44 

27 

22 

29 

60 

60 

51 

61 

52 

396 

252 

227 

229 

26 

21 

22 

68 

86 

52 

542 

61 

30 

87 

960 

820 

474 

648 

47 

48 

81 

309 

293 

86 

902 

120 

49 

166 

35 

39 

36 

40 

41 

53 

35 

38 

25 

69 

46 

40 

60 

45 

261 

173 

143 

175 

18 

24 

26 

48 

43 

45 

521 

41 

21 

62 

744 

445 

402 

441 

44 

45 

74 

128 

174 

65 

1,128 

102 

35 

138 

47 

40 

56 

42 

38 

63 

32 

24 

45 

73 

73 

71 

55 

65 

430 

271 

300 

293 

27 

44 

60 

74 

93 

61 

1,034 

88 

32 

109 

913 

683 

537 

698 

71 

70 

186 

311 

206 

83 

1,414 

124 

58 

167 

6 

9 

8 

7 

19 

5 

2 

16 

13 

13 

20 

13 

-17 

-6 

FIELDS 

ByFieldofStudy 
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2016 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2018 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2020 

Enrolled Voted Rate 

2016-2020 

Change(p.p) 

Unknown 332266 292277 522548 19 

FIELDS 

CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

ByFieldofStudy 
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CAMPUSREPORT:UniversityOfRochester 

AboutThisReport 

Thankyouforparticipating 
intheNationalStudyof 
Learning,Voting,and 
Engagement. 

SinceNSLVE’slaunchin 
2013,nearly1,200coleges 
anduniversitieshave 
signeduptoreceivetheir 
votingratesforthe2012, 
2014,2016,2018,and2020 
federalelections. 

Alongwithothers,yourinstitution’sparticipation 
inthisstudyhasalowedustobuildarobust 
databaseofover50milioncolegestudent 
records,about10milionforeachelectionyear, 
thatserveasafoundationforinnovative 
researchoncolegestudentpoliticallearning 
andengagementindemocracy. 

NSLVEisasignatureinitiativeoftheInstitutefor 
DemocracyandHigherEducation(IDHE)atTufts 
University’sJonathanM.TischColegeofCivic 
Life.ThemisionofIDHEistoshiftcolegeand 
universityprioritiesandculturetoadvance 
politicallearning,agency,andequity.Weachieve 
ourmisionthroughresearch,resource 
development,technicalasistance,and 
advocacy. 

AbouttheData 

Thevoterregistrationandvotingratesinthis 
reportreflectthepercentageofyourinstitution’s 
studentswhowereeligibletovoteandwho 
actualyvotedinthe2016,2018,and2020 
elections. 

OpeId6 
002894 

Theseresultsarebasedonenrolmentrecords 
yourinstitutionsubmitedtotheNationalStudent 
Clearinghouse(NSC)andpubliclyavailablevoting 
filescolectedbyL2Political. 

Enrolmentlistsareadjustedbydeductingstudents 
underage18(atthetimeoftheelection),people 
identifiedasnon-degreeseekingandthose 
identifiedbycampusesas“nonresidentaliens” 
(NRAs)(thefederalgovernment’scategoryfor 
mostlyinternationalstudents).Unfortunately,not 
alcampusesreportNRAstoNSC.Forthose 
campuses,weuseIPEDStocalculatethenumber 
ofNRAstudentsoneachcampusandadjustNSC 
enrolmentnumberstoestimatethenumberof 
studentstoremove.WealsoqualitycheckNRA 
removalsbyverifyingthatthereislitletono 
discrepancybetweenthenumberofinternational 
studentsreportedbythecampustoIPEDSandto 
NSC.Wecannotadjustsubgroupanalysesabsent 
identificationofNRAsverifiedbytheproces 
above.Wewelcomecloserpartnershipswith 
individualcolegesanduniversitiestoprovidemore 
acuraterates.Formoreonthedataandthe 
matchingproces,seeourFAQonCampus 
Reports. 



                  
                  
 

                
                
             
       

          

________

Thankyoufortheworkyoudotoimproveyourstudents’politicallearningandengagement.Wehopethatyou 
findyourNSLVEreportuseful.Forup-to-datenewsonNSLVEdata,resources,andtosignupforournewsletter 
visit:https://idhe.tufts.edu. 

References:IDHEencouragesreportrecipientstosharethisreportasbroadlyaspossible,includingpostingiton 
thecollegeoruniversity’swebsite.Whendoingso,pleaseusethefollowingcitation:InstituteforDemocracy& 
HigherEducation:NationalStudyofLearning,VotingandEngagement.(2021).2016,2018,and2020 
reportfor [nameofinstitution].Medford,MA. 
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