MA Reading List

Aesthetics and Theory

Plato:


From The Republic and Phaedrus
Aristotle:


The Poetics
Edmund Burke:


Philosophical Inquiry into our Ideas of the Sublime and the Beautiful
Kant:


Critique of Judgment (first part)

Hegel:


Introductory Lectures on Aesthetics
Baudelaire:


“The Painter of Modern Life”

Poe:


“The Philosophy of Composition”

Emerson:


“The Poet”

Nietzsche:


The Birth of Tragedy

Russian Formalist Criticism Four Essays, ed. Lemon and Reis

Wimsatt and Beardsley:


The Verbal Icon
Cleanth Brooks:


The Well Wrought Urn
Propp:


Morphology of the Folk Tale
Northrop Frye:


Anatomy of Criticism
Heidegger:


“The Origin of the Work of Art”

Walter Benjamin:


“The Author as Producer”


“The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”

Sigmund Freud:


“The Uncanny”


“Beyond the Pleasure Principle”

Theodore Adorno:


“The Culture Industry” from Dialectic of Enlightenment
Mikhail Bakhtin:


The Dialogic Imagination
Jacques Derrida:


Dissemination, esp. “Plato’s Pharmacy”

J-F. Lyotard:


The Post-Modern Condition
Julia Kristeva:


Revolution in Poetic Language or The Powers of Horror
Gilbert and Gubar:


The Mad Woman in the Attic
Eve Sedgwick:


Epistemology of the Closet
Judith Butler:


Gender Trouble
