MA Reading List

Film Studies
Sergei Eisenstein:

 From Film Form (excerpts)

André Bazin:

“The Evolution of the Language of Cinema” 

“The Ontology of the Photographic Image”

“The Myth of Total Cinema”

Christian Metz: 

“Some Points in the Semiotics of the Cinema” 

“Problems of Denotation in the Fiction Film” 

The Imaginary Signifier (excerpts)

Daniel Dayan: 

“The Tutor-Code of Classical Cinema”

Kaja Silverman: 

“On Suture” (from The Subject of Semiotics)

Nick Browne: 

“The Spectator-In-the-Text: The Rhetoric of Stagecoach”

Siegfried Kracauer: 

“The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari”; 

Rudolf Arnheim: 

“Film and Reality” 

“The Making of a Film”

Béla Bálasz: 

“The Close-up” 

“The Face of Man”

Jean-Louis Baudry: 

“Ideological Effects of the Basic Cinematic Apparatus” 

“The Apparatus: Metapsychological Approaches to the Impression of Reality in Cinema”

Peter Wollen: 

“Godard and Counter-Cinema: Vent d’Est” 

“The Auteur Theory”

Robert Stam and Louise Spence: 

“Colonialism, Racism, and Representation: An Introduction”

Christine Gledhill: 

“Recent Developments in Feminist Criticism”

Laura Mulvey: 

“Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema”

Mary Ann Doane: 

"Film and the Masquerade: Theorizing Female Spectators" 

“The Voice in Cinema: The Articulation of Body and Space”

Manthia Diawara: 

“Black Spectatorship: Problems of Identification and Resistance”

Teshome H. Gabriel: 

“Towards a Critical Theory of Third World Films”

John Ellis: 

“Stars as a Cinematic Phenomenon”

Miriam Hansen:

 “Pleasure, Ambivalence, Identification: Valentino and Female Spectatorship”

Rick Altman: 

“A Semantic/Syntactic Approach to Film Genre”

Thomas Schatz: 

“Film Genre and the Genre Film”

Linda Williams: 

“Film Bodies: Gender, Genre, Excess”

Walter Benjamin: 

“The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”

Jean-Luc Comolli and Jean Narboni: 

“Cinema/Ideology/Criticism”

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer: 

“The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception”

Fredric Jameson: 

“The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism” 

“Reification and Utopia in Mass Culture”

Tom Gunning: 

“An Aesthetic of Astonishment: Early Film and the Incredulous Spectator”

Bill Nichols: 

“Axes of Orientation,” from Representing Reality

P. Adams Sitney: 

“Introduction to The Avant-Garde Film”

Stan Brakhage: 

From Metaphors on Vision (excerpts)

Maya Deren: 

“Cinematography: The Creative Use of Reality” 
