MA Reading List

Media History and Media Studies

These are some indicative readings—but many substitutions are possible. Except for Stuart Hall’s essay, the cultural studies/political side of media studies is not much represented. 
Claude Shannon:

The “Shannon diagram” from his “A Mathematical Theory of Communication” (1948) (now online) and the numerous models of communication that followed in its wake (online in various forms)
Vannevar Bush:

“As We May Think,” Atlantic Magazine, July 1945 (online)

William M. Ivins Jr.:

 Prints and Visual Communication.  Harvard UP, 1953 (selections)
Stuart Hall:

 “Encoding/Decoding” (1973-80) (online)
Marshall McLuhan:

excerpts from The Gutenberg Galaxy (U of Toronto P, 1962); and the Playboy interview, 1969 (complete, online)
Tom Standage:

The Victorian Internet, 1997
The Book History Reader. Ed. David Finkelstein and Alistair McCleery. 2006 (selections)

Matthew Kirschenbaum:

Mechanisms: New Media and the Forensic Imagination.  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2008

John Unsworth, Susan Schreibman, and Ray Siemens, eds.:

A Companion to Digital Humanities. New York: Blackwells, 2004 (selections). A free full-text version is available online from the ADHO web site. 
John Unsworth, Lou Burnard, and Katherine O’Brien O’Keefe, eds.:

Electronic Textual Editing. New York: Modern Language Association, 2006 (selections). An uncorrected full-text preview version is available free from the TEI website. Selections.

