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Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…
 Planning your Grade Center

 Set up a New Columns

 Create and Set Categories

 Review your Grade Center Points

 Review and Reorganize your Grade Center Columns

 Setup a Smart View

 How to Use Rubrics

 Understand what a Student Sees – My Grades



PLANNING



Planning your Grade Center

 Acknowledge that grading can be unique, and one 

model might not fit every course

 What is your grading policy?

 1 - What are all of the assignments and assessments 

worth in your course?

 2 - Based on how students perform on those, what 

grade will they earn.



Planning your Grade Center



Planning your Grade Center

 Benefits to the faculty member

 Efficiency

 Use this as the vehicle to collect and review all assignments 

and assessments

 This can include other elements – attendance/participation or 

activities with tools outside of Blackboard 

 Provide and share feedback to your students

 All of this is retained and archived in your course

 Saving time at the end of the semester for final grading – let 

the grade center calculate the totals



Planning your Grade Center

 Benefits to the student

 Ability to monitor their work and progress

 Through MY GRADES - Students can see all assignments and 

assessments

 Students can have access to rubrics if available

 They can track and confirm what they have submitted

 They can see their score and feedback

 They can see their running total for the course 



Planning your Grade Center



OTHER GRADING EXAMPLES



Example 1



Example 2

Grading cut-offs are listed as follows 

(A: > 1000; A-: 950 – 999; B+: 900 – 949; B: 850 – 899; B-: 750 - 849; C: 650 –

749; D: 500 – 649; F:< 499)

Points can be earned as follows:

 Laboratory Grade (210 points) 

 Exams (550 points total)

 Homework (15 points per week; 180 points total)

 Workshop (10 points per week; 120 points total)

 Infographics (45 points each; 315 points total)

 Profile a Chemist (40 points each; 280 points total)

 Term project (150 points)

 Your Assignment Here



Example 3

 4 Exams each worth 15%

 Final project worth 20%

 Group study projects 10%

 Attendance and participation 10%



GRADE CENTER COLUMNS



Columns Created Automatically

 Every Test/Quiz that is “Deployed”

 Every Assignment created

 Every Discussion board where Grading is 

Enabled

 Every Journal where Grading is enabled

 Every Wiki where Grading is enabled



Assessment

Tests and Assignments

 When added to a Content Area these will 

automatically create grade center columns

 Tests – points based on test created

 Assignment – set points upon creation



Discussion, Journals, Wiki



Other Tools with Grading 

Capabilites

 Voicethread – One column per Assignment, 

when using Assignment Builder 

 Yellowdig – One column for all activity

 Qwickly Attendance

 Perusall – One column per assignment



Due Dates

 Adding Due Dates to Gradable Items will 

 Add them to the Upcoming Items in Activity 

Stream

 Add them to the Course Calendar, seen by all 

members of the course on the Calendar page

 Be included in daily email notification

NEW



CREATE NEW COLUMNS

TO GRADE OTHER THINGS



Like…

 In-person Presentation 

 Performance

 Physical object (Artwork)



Access the Grade Center



Create Column

Use this to create a manual entry grade 

column

Click in the cell and type in number of 

points Hit enter.

or

Use View Grade Details



Grade Details

Feedback

Enter points



Or

 Weighted / Calculated totals



Create Calculated Column

Use this to create column that either 

Averages, totals, or weights graded items.



Provide Column Name



Select How Displayed

For weighted columns, 

please use the 

percentage.

Unless your new points 

for this adds to 100.



Choose Weighting Options



Column Options



CREATE CATEGORIES

USED FOR WEIGHTING OR 

DROPPING GRADES



Manage Categories



Create Category



Provide Name and Description



REVIEW YOUR GRADE 

CENTER POINTS



Access the Grade Center



Manage, Column Organization



Default Grade Center Columns



Graded Items - Points



REVIEW AND REORGANIZE 

YOUR GRADE CENTER 

COLUMNS



Graded Items – Due Dates



Show/Hide Selected Columns

Note, this is hiding them from you the 

instructor, not hiding them from the 

student.



Graded Items – Category



Set Categories on Selected 

Columns



Reordering Graded Items

Drag and Drop Items to Reorder



Submit to Save Changes



OTHER GRADE CENTER 

FEATURES



Hide columns from students



Column Options



Access the Grade Center



Manage – Smart Views



Create a Smart View



Provide a Name and Description



Choose a Type

 Performance

 View users based on performance of a single 

graded item

 User

 View selected users

 Category and Status

 Custom



Performance Type

Select 

graded item

Select 

condition

Insert 

comparison 

value



Custom Build



Grading Schemas



Edit Letter Grading Schema

Make sure that you 

review this and 

update based on 

your course and UR 

standards



Setting a Letter Grade



Email from Grade Center



Grade Center Reporting

Submission Receipts



Grade History



Using Rubrics

 Consistency in 

Grading

 Efficiency in 

Grading

 Sharing with 

students prior to 

submission can 

impact performance 



Create a Rubric

 From the Control Panel

 Click on Course Tools

 Click on Rubrics



Assignment Rubrics



Assignment Rubrics





What the Student Sees

If YES chosen



MY GRADES



Student Access to Grades

Make sure this is part of 

your course menu, available 

to students



List of Items in Course



Total Points / Attempted Points

Note – Total is out of 

attempted/graded items.



Feedback Provided



Feedback Provided - Attachment



Click Links to Review Submissions



Click View Rubric to Review Points 

Distribution



THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?



Links

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/disruption/index.html

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html

