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Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…

 Describe what Perusall can do

 Experience Perusall as a student

 Create a new assignment

 Review the grading setup

 Describe strengths and limitations of 

Perusall



WHAT IS PERUSALL



Perusall is…

 Annotation tool

 Conversation Space



Use Cases for Annotation

 Course Readings

 Uploaded Documents

 Digital Textbooks (Caution: Access)

 Course Documents

 Peer Review (including student uploads)

 Images and Diagrams

 Video and Audio Files

 Uploaded Files

 Certain Unrestricted Online Videos and Podcasts

 Webpage Snapshots



Menu Options

https://support.perusall.com/hc/en-us/sections/360005183594-Scoring-and-grades

https://support.perusall.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002157414-Instructors

Recommended Reading



Build a Library



Build a Library



Build a Library



Build an Assignment



Experience

 Login to Blackboard

 Under Continuous Courses find

 Perusall Workshop – April 2021

 Click to Enter



SETTING UP YOUR PERUSALL 

“COURSE”



Build Content – Web Link

Perusall Instructions: University IT

https://tech.rochester.edu/perusall/



Provide Link Name and URL



Initialize Course with Perusall

Click the link created

Will create your account

Will create course space



CREATE A NEW ASSIGNMENT



Upload / Add Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Set Due Date, Assignment Name, 

and Options



Set Assignment Options



Quiz



Quiz



SETTINGS FOR GRADING



Grading Considerations

 Many, many setting options

 Pro: extremely flexible

 Con: instructor learning curve

 Defaults unlikely to work well, although new 

presets help

 Significant digital divide penalties for certain 

settings

 Grade passback to Blackboard once set up

 Manual overrides possible, including for past 

settings



Turning Off Grading

Don’t forget to save changes



Course Scoring

(Can Also Set at Assignment Level)



Scoring Timing: 

Manual vs. Automatic Passback

Don’t forget to save changes



Course Scoring: Automatic



Course Scoring: Presets



Annotation Scoring



Annotation Scoring
Perusall uses AI grading to rate annotation quality using 

standards that may not match yours.  Particularly bad at rating 

annotations referring to other course readings.



Digital Divide

Students that print and read are 

disadvantaged by these options:

• Opening Assignment

• Reading to the End

• Active Engagement Time



Peer Interaction and Group Size

• Consider how many students (overall 

course or Perusall group) are 

commenting when setting these



Advanced Settings

Recommended: Enable Downloading for Digital Divide Students



Advanced Settings: Nudging

Nudging

Nudging

If you don’t want reminders sent, uncheck relevant boxes.  This 

can also be done on individual assignments.



Advanced Settings: Scoring 

Transparency

Uncheck: Make Scoring Criteria Visible



Advanced Settings: Duplicate Comments

Recommended: No Duplicate Comments



Scoring: Manual Checking

Click on any individual grade to see the 

grade breakdown and/or override it.



Scoring: Manual Checking



Scoring: Manual Overrides

Within an 

assignment, select 

All comments and 

click “Show 

Comment Scores.”  

You can then 

override all scores 

as you read them.  

You can also select 

all comment by 

“Specific Person” in 

this menu.



Scoring: Manual Overrides

Reminder: Perusall’s AI grading has limitations.

Number 

of 

comments 

in thread

Click on the 

score under 

the individual 

comment to 

override it.



ADDING AN ASSIGNMENT TO 

BLACKBOARD



Connecting your Assignment in 

Blackboard

Build Content – Web Link



Note this Menu Option



Provide Copied Link Name and 

URL



Pass-through authentication for 

you and your students into 

Perusall

Click the link created

Will create accounts when needed

Passes into specific assignment



Strengths of Perusall

 Promotes collaboration

 Builds community

 Encourages close reading of text/media

 Accepts variety of media types

 Blackboard integration

 Instructor control 

 Huge number of settings for maximum flexibility

 Effective manual overrides



Limitations to Perusall

 Instructor learning curve on grading and 

settings, especially since defaults are unlikely to 

be desirable, although new presets help

 Beware OCR documents as text distinction may 

not be as good

 Digital textbooks access issues for students who 

rely on library and support office copies



THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?



More Workshops
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html

 Gradescope

 Dates: Friday, September 30, 11 a.m. to noon



http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html


Video Tutorials

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/disruption/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html

