MEDIEVAL STUDIES

Think You Know Your Chaucer?

EDIEVAL LITERATURE SPECIALIST rooted in our day, says Hahn. “Inevitably, we understand the lives
Thomas Hahn, a professor of English, of those who’ve gone before us through the lens of our own experi-
welcomed fellow Chaucer scholars to  ence. It’s not surprising, then, that the more than 400 medievalists
Siena, Italy, this summer for the 17th  in Siena paid close attention to the links between languages and po-
biennial international congress of the litical identities, migration and border-crossing, the fractious and
New Chaucer Society, a gathering for  often productive coexistence of subcultures and local loyalties, and
which he served as program chair. the serenity and violence excited by religious belief and practice.
Conference-goers considered sub- And maybe we shouldn’t be surprised either at how the reflection
d jects such as the materials of medieval on and analysis of great writing revise and enrich our engagement
manuscript production, the global middle ages, and authorship in  with the unfolding realities of the 21st century.”
Italy and England. In that spirit, we offer our first—and possibly only—Chaucer
Chaucer’s own travels to 14th-century Italy enriched English  quiz. Match a few of the characters from a medieval favorite, The
literature, as he brought back the inventive writings of Dante, Pe-  Canterbury Tales, to their descriptions. Extra points if your Middle
trarch, and Boccaccio. But the conference-goers’ concerns were  English is up to scratch. @ —KATHLEEN MCGARVEY
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BGat-tothed was she, soothly for to seuc. For saweefleem he was, with cuen narwe.

Lpon an amblere esily Bﬁﬁ 8at, As hoot he was, and lecherovs, as a sparw,

Dwympled wel, and on hir heed an hat 2 AWith scalled browes blake, and piled beed,
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As brood as 15 a bokeler or 3 tavge. .. Of his visage children were aferd.
shicliad gap:teeth, serwidely, truth tosay. s mouth as Greer Wags a5  Gueet fornens,  His eyes were narrow,

Easily on an ambling horse she sat He was hot and lecherous as a sparrow.

Well wimpled up, and on her head a hat N was 3 janglere and a gohardews, T S e e e et

S e s And that was moost of sunne and harlotries.  Children were afraid when he appeared.
V¢l koude he stelen corm. .. ‘

His mighty mouth was like a furnace door.
A wrangler and buffoon, he had a store
Of tavern stories, filthy in the main.

His was a master-hand at stealing grain ...
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Of fustian he wered a gupoun, ‘ :
e ooee-hppe wiped she so clene,

Al hismotered wnth s habergeoun, o :
That n hir coppe ther was no ferthung sene

Jor he was late ucome from his mage, — ‘ :
And wente for to doon s pilgrimage O grece, whan she drunken hadde hie draughte.
- : And she would wipe her upper lip so clean

He. \Zore d ‘{ilstlar;l tun;lc: stained azd;;lrk . That not a trace of grease was to be seen
With smudges w ere his armour ha eft mark; D R A

Just home from service, he had joined our ranks

To do his pilgrimage and render thanks.
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Modern English translation by Nevill Coghill (Penguin Books, 1977)
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NEW CHAUCER: Reflecting on the work
of medieval writers such as Chaucer
can “enrich our engagement with the
unfolding realities of the 21st century,”
- says Rochester scholar
Thomas Hahn.
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Answers: 1-B, 2—C, 3—E, 4-A, 5-D
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CITATIONS
Research Roundup

WHY CHANGE YOUR GENES WHEN YOU COULD BORROW SOME?

John Jaenike, a professor of biology, and his colleagues have documented an example of
a new mechanism at work in evolution: bacteria infecting an animal, giving the animal

a reproductive advantage, and being passed from mother to children. In a study published
in the journal Science, Jaenike reports that members of a particular species of fruit fly
that have been infected with the bacteria Spiroplasma are less likely to be affected by a
parasitic worm that normally renders the flies sterile. The symbiotic relationship allows
the infected flies to reproduce and pass the bacteria to their offspring. Aside from shed-
ding light on an important evolutionary mechanism, the findings could aid in studying
ways to stave off diseases by using defensive bacteria.

PURPLE LIGHT MEANS GO, ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT MEANS STOP

A new membrane developed at the Laboratory for Laser Energetics blocks gas from
flowing through it when one color of light is shined on its surface and permits gas to flow
when another color is used. It’s the first time that scientists have developed a membrane
that can be controlled in this way by light. The membrane—created by Eric Glowacki,
a graduate student at the laboratory, and his advisor, Kenneth Marshall, a research engi-
neer—could be useful in drug delivery, industrial processing, and other applications.

WOMEN ATTRACTED TO MEN IN RED

What could be as alluring as a lady in red? A gentleman in red, finds a multicultural
study led by Andrew Elliot, a professor of psychology, and published in the Journal of
Experimental Psychology: General. Simply wearing red or being bordered by the color
makes a man more attractive and sexually desirable to women, according to work by
scientists at Rochester and other institutions. Red’s charm lies in making men appear
more powerful—it signals rank through cultural and biological associations, research-
ers say. The effect—seen in undergraduates in the United States, England, Germany, and
China—was limited to status and romance; it did not make men seem more likeable, kind,
or sociable.

SCIENTISTS PINPOINT EARLIEST STEPS OF MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

Nearly two decades after identifying the genetic flaw that causes a common type of
muscular dystrophy, scientists believe they have figured out how that flaw helps bring
about the disease. Published in Science, the study—by an international team, including
Rochester scientists led by Rabi Tawil '91M (Res), '93M (Flw), a professor of neurology—
indicates that several deleted versions of a gene that makes a protein harmful to muscle
cells trigger remaining copies of the gene to be much more active than usual.

VITAMIN D EMERGES AS KEY PLAYER

Within the human digestive tract is a teeming mass of hundreds of types of bacteria that
help us digest food and keep bad bacteria in check. A team of Rochester scientists—led by
Jun Sun, an assistant professor of medicine, microbiology, and immunology—has found
that vitamin D is a key player amid the gut bacteria, helping to govern their activity, re-
sponding to their cues, and sometimes countering their presence. The findings, published
in the American Journal of Pathology, offer a new lead to scientists looking at the role of
bacteria in inflammatory bowel diseases such as Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis.

SCIENTIST FINDS NEW WAY TO BOOST VACCINES

Richard Phipps, a Dean’s Professor of Environmental Medicine, reports he has discovered
that the same molecules used in drugs to treat diabetes also stimulate B cells in the im-
mune system, pushing them to make antibodies for protection against invading microor-
ganisms. Further research, Phipps says, may show that low doses of insulin-sensitizing
drugs may be useful in supporting vaccines, particularly for people with weakened im-
mune systems who cannot produce a proper antibody response.
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