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TribuTe

Peter Lyman ’47: A ‘Humble’ Rochester Legend
somewhere amongst my dis-
organized papers exists an old 
color photograph taken in 1984 
in a gymnasium that i think was 
in tennessee. the photo shows 
me as a college sophomore, 
standing with my tennis coach, 
Peter lyman, in an otherwise 
empty gym.  We were on spring 
break with the tennis team, tak-
ing a southern swing in a van, 
and on this day our match had 
been rained out, so i’d walked 
into the gym to hit tennis balls 
against the wall. i’m wearing my 
Rochester tennis sweats, hands 
on my hips and weight on one 
leg.  Peter is holding my tennis 
racquet outstretched, demon-
strating to me a contact point.

that photograph has been a 
prized possession ever since. 
Peter, who died in september 
at the age of 87, coached the 
Rochester men’s tennis team 
and the squash team for more 
than 40 years. every kid who 
grew up playing tennis in 
Rochester, as had i, knew the 
legend of Peter lyman. our 
greatest aspiration (outside of 
Wimbledon, of course), was to 
win “Districts,” the city-wide 

summer tournament played on 
the 22 clay courts at the tennis 
club of Rochester. Peter had 
won the District singles title 16 
years in a row.  the plaque that 
hangs on the wall at the tennis 
club of Rochester looks simply 
ridiculous with Peter’s name 
written on it so many times, 
and with no other names in 
between his.

only a debilitating case of 
rheumatoid arthritis could stop 
Peter from winning the title 
many more times. By the time 
i was 14 and playing tennis 
year-round, Peter had long since 
been stricken, resulting in a pre-
mature limp, hobbled curvature 
and gnarled hands. the rheuma-
toid arthritis had made him look 
older than he truly was.

But it never caused him to 
miss a day of work. Under his 
guidance, the tennis and squash 
teams excelled, and he coached 
numerous All-Americans in 
both sports. 

he received the lifetime 
Achievement Award for intercol-
legiate squash in 1999 and 
national coach of the year for 
Division iii men’s tennis. Both 
of Rochester’s recently built 
tennis and squash facilities bear 
his name.

Peter gave everything he 
had to his teams. But he did not 
give psychological pre-match 
speeches or put his ego in the 
way. i never heard Peter brag 
or draw attention to himself. he 
never needed the story to be 
about him. instead, he let the 
story be about all of us.  this 
gave us room to make mistakes 
and to grow. Above all else he 
was a perfectly humble man.

—John illig ’86

Illig is the men’s and women’s 
squash coach at Middlebury 
College and the former presi-
dent of the Women’s College 
Squash Association.

Janet Yahn Rowan ’57, 
October 2012

Peter J. Etlinger ’58 (MS), 
November 2012

Joseph S. Pizzuto ’58M (MS), 
October 2012

Edward F. Przybycien ’58, ’62W 
(MA), November 2012

John L. Morgan ’59, ’63M (MD), 
October 2012

Karl F. Speitel ’60 (MS), 
November 2012

Craig W. Briggs ’61, 
November 2012

Richard T. Gates ’62, 
November 2012

Carol Carlson Mauck ’62, 
October 2012

Lillian Gregory Powell ’62W 
(Mas), November 2012

Franklin V. Peale ’63M (Res), 
November 2012

David A. Schlageter ’63, ’67M 
(MD), October 2012

Susan Clement Cohen ’64W, 
July 2012

Keith E. Fredlund ’64S (MS), 
October 2012

Herbert Shapiro ’64 (PhD), 
October 2012

Richard K. Todd ’64, 
November 2012

Virginia Halfmann ’65E, 
November 2012

Charlotte Beach Messinger ’65, 
’65N, October 2012

Stanley Schwartzberg ’65M 
(MD), October 2012

Thomas S. Foulkes ’66S (MBA), 
November 2012

Antoinette Strobino Ewell ’67W 
(MA), October 2012

Leslie M. Goldstein ’68, 
November 2012

Stephen M. Barolsky ’69, 
October 2012

S. Julian Gibbs ’69M (PhD), 
October 2012

Domenic Santilli ’69, 
October 2012

Andrew R. Strock ’70, 
November 2012

Patrick W. Lenahan ’71S (MBA), 
November 2012

Helen Forslund Slomovits ’72, 
July 2012

Dennis C. Quinlan ’73M (PhD), 
November 2012

Claude Thibault ’73, 
September 2012

Queen Ashley ’75E, 
September 2012

Sidney L. Hauenstein ’75S 
(MBA), November 2012

Annette Le Siege ’75E (PhD), 
August 2012

Bernard B. Weiskopf ’75, 
October 2012

Jerome P. Bowe ’76S (MBA), 
November 2012

Deborah Conklin Coggiola ’76, 
’83W (PhD), October 2012

Winston V. Hamilton ’76M 
(MD), November 2012

Carolyn Reed ’76M (MD), 
November 2012

Stanley J. Gaulke ’78E (DMA), 
June 2012

Danny D. Presicci ’78, 
October 2012

Christian G. Reinhardt ’78 
(PhD), October 2012

Vinai Deo Singh ’78S (MBA), 
August 2011

Elizabeth Ireland Barnes ’79N 
(MS), November 2012

Christopher H. Plant ’79 (MA), 
October 2012

Irene Kane ’81, 
November 2012

Tallon S. Perkes ’84E, 
October 2012

Michael R. Spaulding ’87M (MS), 
October 2012

Suresh Ramaswamy ’91 (PhD), 
August 2012

Philip A. Smethurst ’91 (PhD), 
November 2012

Helen Gray ’94N, ’96N (MS), 
November 2012

Andrzej Okreglicki ’99M (Flw), 
June 2012

Annalise Kjolhede ’10, 
November 2012

CHAMPION: A tennis and squash coach at Rochester for more than 
40 years, Lyman (center) stands with players Alex Gaeta ’83, ’91 
(PhD) (left) and Bob Swartout ’83, ’92S (MBA).
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