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Robert Larson ’39:  
‘Quintessential Good Citizen’
On March 25, the campus flag flew at half-staff in 
honor of my grandfather, Trustee Robert Larson, 
Class of 1939. He would have been really touched 
by this simple gesture.

Generations of our family were affiliated with 
the University. My great-grandfather, Arthur 
Larson, was the registrar of the 
Eastman School; my great-aunt, 
Elizabeth Larson Tellier ’47, and 
both of my parents, Barbara 
Larson Stoner ’68 and Max 
Stoner ’65, are graduates. So, 
too, am I.

My grandfather studied 
languages in college and his 
fluency served him well in 
French Indochina during World 
War II. Afterward, he lived in 
Puerto Rico and then Colombia 
as he started his banking ca-
reer with the First National City 
Bank of New York. He returned 
to Rochester and worked for 
the Security Trust Company 
before moving to Glens Falls, 
N.Y., where he became a direc-
tor, chairman, president, and CEO of the Glens 
Falls National Bank and Trust Company. Among 
the first to be certified as a chartered financial 
analyst, he was active in the New York State 
Bankers Association and as a director of the New 
York Business Development Corporation and the 
Empire State Chamber of Commerce. 

Especially committed to higher education, he 
was a trustee of Skidmore College, and he helped 
establish the Adirondack Community College 
Foundation and the SUNY Adirondack Foundation. 

He was active in Rotary, the United Way, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the YMCA.

He was a competitive golfer, an avid handball 
player, and even took up skiing in his 50s. He was 
always on the go. He built his children tree forts 
and skating rinks, taught them golf, tobogganing, 

fishing, and bowling. I cher-
ished his dry sense of humor.

He achieved many things in 
his long life but never called 
attention to himself. Instead, he 
would describe the good inten-
tions of those who prompted 
him to get involved. Through 
it all, he maintained his ties to 
the University. He was proud to 
receive the University’s Citation 
to Alumni and to be named a 
life trustee. He died in February 
at his home in Yarmouth Port, 
Mass. He was 96 years old.

His legacy lives in his efforts 
to make his community a better 
place. His hours of volunteering 
for educational and not-for-
profit organizations prompted 

the Glens Falls Post-Star to describe him in a 1982 
editorial as “the quintessential good citizen,” an 
irreplaceable asset to his community.

My grandfather’s life was a wonderful example 
of what the University of Rochester prepares its 
graduates to achieve. And it’s to the University 
that my grandfather would have given the credit.

—Megan Stoner ’98

Stoner is a tax attorney and lives with her family 
in Washington, D.C.

M. Patricia O’Grady Kuhrt ’49 
(MS), January 2014

Charles F. Loedel ’49, ’62W 
(Mas), February 2014

Alejandro C. Zaffaroni ’49M 
(PhD), ’51M (Flw), ’72M (Hon), 
March 2014

Arthur J. Grimaldi ’50, 
February 2014

Joseph W. Jenkins ’50E, ’51E 
(MM), January 2014

Mary Fisher Landrum ’50E 
(MA), February 2014

Theodore C. Frazeur ’51E, ’56E 
(MM), March 2014

Richard A. Lanson ’51 (Mas), 
March 2014

William C. Piarulle ’51, 
February 2014

Ara Zerounian ’51E (MM), 
October 2012

Sylvia Arroyo ’52, 
March 2014

Norman I. Harway ’52 (PhD), 
February 2014

Vincent A. Ange ’53, 
February 2014

Joseph T. Work ’53E, ’54E (MM), 
February 2014

Kenneth G. Knox ’54, 
February 2014

John T. Ewers ’55, 
January 2013

John C. Haelen ’55, 
March 2014

Roy H. Johnson ’55E, ’57E (MM), 
February 2014

Richard L. Klaver ’55, 
February 2014

Glen H. Kumasaka ’55M (MD), 
February 2014

Carl M. Weidner ’55, 
February 2014

Ralph H. Lane ’56, ’66E (MM), 
February 2014

Margaret Mayer ’56, 
March 2014

Lillian Schuttger Price ’56 (MS), 
February 2014

Jean Dickman ’57M (Res), 
January 2014

David P. Phelps ’57, 
August 2013

‘ALWAYS ON THE GO’: Larson 
excelled in banking, languages—
and building tree forts.

Thomas G. Evans ’58 (MS), 
March 2014

Martin A. Abkowitz ’59 (MA), 
January 2014

Julia Knapp Albertalli ’59W, 
February 2014

Rosalie Bond ’59E, 
March 2014

Calvin C. Chapman ’59M (MD), 
February 2014

Leo A. Krzanowicz ’59W (Mas), 
February 2014

Kenneth G. Murley ’59E, ’66E 
(MM), February 2014

Joseph M. Zablotski ’59S (MS), 
March 2014

James M. Papero ’60, ’67W 
(Mas), March 2014

Howard M. Smith ’60, ’65 (PhD), 
March 2014

Marian Howse Stephenson ’60, 
’61N, February 2014

Geraldine Borgett Blazey ’61W 
(MA), November 2013

Joseph J. Prinzi ’61S, 
February 2014

Joseph C. Rinere ’61, 
February 2014

Delia Sharkey ’61W (Mas), 
December 2013

James L. Preiss ’63E, 
January 2014

Karen Andrie ’65E, 
January 2014

William B. Bennett ’65 (PhD), 
March 2014

John L. Zabriskie ’66 (PhD), 
March 2014

Gary G. Cornick ’68, 
October 2013

Sandra Seefeld ’68E, 
February 2014

Gordon B. Phillips ’69, ’73W 
(Mas), February 2014

Ruth Small Stenner ’69, 
September 2013

Thomas P. Wilhauck ’69 (MS), 
February 2014

Sarah Bogue Clapper ’72, 
March 2014

Louis Stahlman ’73S (MBA), 
March 2014

Myra Medeiros ’74, 
March 2014

Paul R. Goldstaub ’77E (DMA), 
January 2014

Charles D. Mihalyi ’77 (MA), 
January 2014

Robert L. Yarrish ’80M (Flw), 
November 2012

Sidney Metzger ’82 (MS), 
February 2014

Michael J. Fedele ’85, 
March 2014

Bruce Contreras ’89, 
January 2014

Maureen Farrell ’00W (MS), 
March 2014
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