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HIGHLIGHTS

A Record-breaking Season

A junior field hockey player moves to the top of the record books,
breaking a record that had stood for nearly three decades.

Junior Michelle Relin moved to the top
of the field hockey record books this fall,
becoming the program’s all-time highest
scorer and setting a record for most ca-
reer goals.

But the milestones came with a poignant
side. Relin, who as of late October had 128
career points (a measure of goals and as-
sists), eclipsed records set by Nancy Mel-
vin Taylor ’86N. Taylor, an Athletics Hall
of Famer whose record stood for 28 years,
died in 2003, two years after her husband,
Lt. Col. Kip Taylor died when American
Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Penta-
gon during the Sept. 11 terrorists attacks.

“It’s humbling,” Relin told local media
before Meliora Weekend, when members
of the 1984 field hockey team returned for
a reunion. “I had no idea she had such a
compelling story, and such a moving story.
I wish I could have met her this weekend.”

Meliora Weekend marked the 30th anni-
versary of the field hockey team’s first state
and ECAC championships. The team, led
by Taylor, was recognized during the four
days of activities.

Relin, an optical engineering major from
Lititz, Pennsylvania, first broke the career
points record with two goals and an assist
in a 6-1 win over St. Lawrence University in
September. The nationally ranked Yellow-
jackets were headed to the league playoffs
in late October.

Beginning the season with eleven
straight wins, the Yellowjackets set a re-
cord for the program’s best start.

Also this fall:

Cross country: The men captured the ti-
tle at the SUNY Oswego Invitational, with
Jeremy Hassett ’16 taking fourth place
overall. The teams placed highly in sev-
eral meets, including at Oberlin and their
home invitational. For the women also
did well, with Catherine Knox ’17 placing
second at Oswego and seventh at Ober-
lin. Both teams were heading into state,

regional, and national tournaments at the
end of October.

Football: With a homecoming win over
RPI, the football team was 4-2 overall and
2-2 in the Liberty League. Matt Pisano ’17
returned a fumble 87 yards for the clinch-
ing TD against RPI to end a memorable
Meliora Weekend game.

Men'’s soccer: The Yellowjackets were
6-4-2 and 1-2 in the conference in late Oc-
tober. Leading scorers were Nick Pastore
’15, Jack Thesing 15, and Ben Keeton ’15.

Women’s soccer: The team was 5-5-3,
1-2 in the UAA in late October. The team’s
leading scorer was Laura Cowie-Haskell '18.

Rowing: The Yellowjackets first varsi-
ty eight and novice eight captured bronze
medals at the Head of the Genesee Re-
gatta in October. The varsity eight fell to
only top-ranked Williams and Division IT’s
Mercyhurst.

Volleyball: The Yellowjackets defeated
Brandeis to clinch the seventh seed for the
UAA championships at Carnegie Mellon in
early November. Rochester was 12-17 overall.

Squash: Returning first team All-Amer-
icans Neil Cordell ’16 and Mario Yanez
Tapia ’17 captured the national champi-
onship at the U.S. Squash intercollegiate
doubles championship with a four-game
victory over Navy. The team season was
just getting under way in late October. @

—SCOTT SABOCHECK

YELLOWIJACKETS
Alumni Join the
Athletics Hall of Fame

PHOTO FAME: This fall’s inductees into the
Athletics Hall of Fame were (front row, left
to right) Robert Hartz '90, '98S (baseball,
foothall); Pamela Delp Polashenski '91,
"98M (MPH), '02M (MD) (volleyball, track
and field); Amy Beth Deep 90 (field
hockey); William Seeler '53 (football); and
David Cidale 71 (football, track and field);
(back row, left to right) Robert Kelly '69
'80S (MBA) (soccer); Kenneth Garnes '74
(baskethall); Christian Reed '92, '94 (MA)
(cross country, track and field); Robert
Cerfolio "84, '88M (MD) (baseball); and
Steven Callihan '75 (football).
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ATHLETICS AND RECREATION (RELIN, TAYLOR); SUSAN KOST (HALL OF FAME)
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