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november 8

Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 
Seminar:
Vincent Martinson, Uni-
versity of Rochester, 
will give a talk on “The 
Gut Microbiota of Bees 
and Wild Drosophilids.”
3:00 -4:00 P.M.
hutchison hall, room 314
free

november 15 

Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology 
Seminar:
David Duneau, Cornell 
University, will give a 
talk on “Host Sexual 
Dimorphism and its Con-
sequences on Parasite 
Evolution.”
3:00 -4:00 P.M.
hutchison hall, room 314
free

november 16

greenspace’s third 
annual recyle the 
runway: a fashion show 
that showcases 
recyclable and reused 
materials made into 
fabulous outfits
5:00pm 
interfaith chapel, river 
level
free

UPCOMING EVENTS

Julia Sklar ‘14 • Editor

For information about the 
newsletter, please contact:
julia.sklar@rochester.edu

Every year, for the past 
six years, UR’s University 
Facilities has hosted E-Cycle 
Day, and this year was no 
different. The annual event, 
held on October 25 in Park 
Lot, marks an opportunity for 
students, faculty, staff, and 
the community to responsibly 
recycle electronic equipment 
with minimal effort, as 
the drop-off station is on 
campus. 

Facilities collected 25,000 
pounds of recyclables, which 
is fewer than last year, but 
likely represents a change 
in the nature of electronic 
devices, rather than a lapse in 
participation. The last decade 
has seen a tremendous shift 
toward lighter-weight, thinner 
electronics. For example, 
E-Cycle Day no longer sees as 
many deposits of CRT TVs. 

“The event is becoming less 
about the number of pounds 
we collect and more about the 
convenient service we offer 
to our community to safely 
and responsibly recycle 
their electronic items,” 
says University Recycling 
Coordinator Amy Kadrie. 

Recycling, which is 
contingent on breaking 
down objects into their base 
materials and reforming them 
into new objects, was the 
focus of E-Cycle Day, but 
reusing was also an objective 
of the day. 

In addition to broken 

electronics, individuals could 
also drop off old items. The 
Brockport-based recycling 
company, Sunnking, which 
managed picking up the 
recyclables, is selling still-
functioning, but outdated, 
objects in eBay. The rest of 
the objects were brought to a 
local recycling plant. 

By transporting the items 
in bulk in one trip, E-Cycle 
Day also helps reduce the 
emissions from individuals 
each bringing their recyclables 
to a processing plant on their 
own. 

A large quantity of the items 

dropped off at this year’s 
E-Cycle Day came from 
the Medical Center, which, 
like any up-to-date hospital, 
overturns medical electronics 
on a regular basis.   

Some of the items recycled 
at this year’s event include 
printers, televisions, laptops, 
LCD televisions, LCD 
monitors, and power cords. 

 In addition to facilitating 
efficient recycling, this annual 
event also spreads knowledge 
about the appropriate way to 
dispose of electronics, which 
many people are unaware can 
be recycled in the first place. 

Weigh-in at sixth annual E-Cycle Day 
reflects changing trends in technology 

There were more CRT TVs at last year’s E-Cycle Day. Electronics are get-
ting lighter, contributing to a smaller total weight of recycled objects. 
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CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS



selling transportation pass-
es on campus, and provid-
ing showers and lockers for 
bicycle riders; and, lastly, 
platinum level for providing 
employees and students with 
free or subsidized shuttles 
and for being accessible by 

public transportation.
The PGMS award recog-

nizes the University’s level 
of professionalism and ex-
cellence on grounds manage-
ment. The award is assigned 
based on pictures of the 
property, maintenance prac-
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Center for 
Environmental 
Information &
EnvironmentRochester.
com 

Evironmental&Energy 
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comprehensive, daily 
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environmental and en-
ergy policy and 
markets

“SUSTAINABILITY: 
Meeting the needs of 
the present without 
Compromising the 
ability of future 
generations to meet 
their own needs. 
—United Nations
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“The grounds 
management team 

eliminates the use of 
pesticides by taking 

a preventitive ap-
proach to plant care. 
Keeping the grounds 

clear of diseased 
leaves reduces the 

amount of airborne 
spores that can rein-

fect sick plants.

University wins twin awards for success in
transportation and grounds maintenance

The University of Roch-
ester has just received two 
awards in recognition of 
the school's success in sus-
tainability. The awards, the 
Greater Valley Forge (GVF) 
Sustainable Award and the 
Professional Grounds Man-
agement Society (PGMS) 
Green Star Award, specifi-
cally laude environmental 
efforts within transportation 
and grounds maintenance 
respectively.

GVF, a non-profit orga-
nization that works toward 
providing economically 
reasonable transportation 
systems, awarded UR their 
platinum level accolade, the 
highest possible level, for 
providing affordable and 
sustainable commuting al-
ternatives. 

The platinum level of the 
overall award derives from 
averaging the University’s 
success in certain subcat-
egories that were measured 
in the 2013 application. 

In particular, UR achieved 
bronze level for its recy-
cling and carpooling initia-
tives; silver level for the use 
of alternative fuel vehicles, 

SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT 

tices, challenges encoun-
tered and solutions found, 
and photos of staff doing 
their jobs. Sustainability is 
taken into account when as-
sessing maintenance prac-
tices, and contributes very 
heavily to a high score.

In paticular, the grounds 
management team at UR 
works to eliminate the use 
of pesticides by taking a pre-
ventitive approach to plant 
care. Keeping the grounds 
clear of diseased leaves re-
duces the amount of air-
borne spores that can rein-
fect sick plants. This action 
allows plants to stay healthy 
by decreases their suscept-
ability to infection.

Additionally, grounds 
workers hand weed flower 
beds, which, although more 
expensive and more labor-
intensive, also reduces the 
need for pesticide use.   

In addition to doling out 
awards, PGMS is also re-
sponsible for connecting 
institutions that are grounds 
management role models on 
a national level, in an effort 
to further these institutions’ 
efforts. 

Each year CEI celebrates community leaders and initiatives that have made a positive 
impact on our natural environment and honors the numerous environmental 
accomplishments in the Greater Rochester and Finger Lakes Region.

This year’s keynote speaker is Richard L Kauffman, and the event will center around the 
theme of Clean Energy Development and Finance. Attendees will have an opportunity tour 
the newly-constructed $38 million, LEED Platinum home of the Golisano Institute for 
Sustainability.

2013 Community Salute 
to the Environment

November 19, 5:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.  •  Louise Slaughter Hall, RIT


