
Organizing Courses Using 

Learning Modules

Lisa Brown, EdD

Assistant Director 

University IT & URMC Institute for Innovative Education

Ann Giralico Pearlman, MA

Learning Management Support Specialist

University IT



Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…

• Understand the rational behind University 

Blackboard Template

• Understand the value of a well organized 

course

• Develop Learning Modules

• Review the course from the student view





Course Design and Student Expectations

Familiarity in the classroom



Traditional Instruction/Tools



WHY THE TEMPLATE





 Familiar menu

 Consistent Wording









Quality Matters

 A national program focused on quality online course 

design

 www.qualitymatters.org

 A rubric with categories that include:

1. Course Overview and Introduction

2. Learning Objectives

3. Assessment and Measurement

4. Instructional Materials

5. Learner Interaction and Engagement

6. Course Technology

7. Learner Support

8. Accessibility

https://www.qualitymatters.org/


QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard

1.1

QM Standard

1.8 and 1.9

QM 

Standard

8.1



QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard

1.1



QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard

2.2, 2.3



QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard 

1.3

QM 

Standard 

2.1

QM 

Standard 

1.4



QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard 

1.6

QM Standard 

1.5 and 1.7



QM Standards and the 

Online Template

QM 

Standard 

3.2



SUPPORT SECTIONS



Support Sections in Menu

Easier for students to find University policy links

Quick access to Technology support information

Supports QM 6, 7, 8



QM 

Standard 

7.2

QM 

Standard 

7.4

QM 

Standard 

7.3



QM 

Standard 

8.6

QM 

Standard 

6.4

QM 

Standard 

7.1



Help for Faculty

Hidden from Students, but 

Available to Faculty







CONTENT ORGANIZATION



Learning Modules



Included in Learning Modules

 Module/Week Overview

 Reading Assignments

 Module Content

 Learning Activities

 Ask a Question

“Develop a Clear, Consistent Structure”

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/advice/2017/03/15/4-expert-strategies-designing-online-course



QM 

Standard 

2.4

QM 

Standard 

3.4 & 3.5



QM 

Standard 

4.1

QM 

Standard 

4.3



QM 

Standard 

4.2

QM 

Standard 

4.4

QM 

Standard 

4.5



QM 

Standard 

5.1

QM 

Standard 

5.2 & 5.4







Online Class Management Tips

 Course Design

 Learning Objectives and Outcomes

 Assessments

 Assignments

 Technology Integration to Achieve Learning Outcomes

 Don’t

 Overwhelm yourself – make the course manageable 

 Development Process: You are not alone

 Curriculum/Design support > Instructional Designer 

 Blackboard support > University IT



THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?



More Workshops
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html



http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html


Video Tutorials

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/disruption/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html

